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The Face of Death 


By Martha Snell Nicholson 


EATH wears a strange and dreadful face. 
For days and months and years 
I would not look, but turned aside 
With loathing and with fears. 


But now I know that to!God’s child 
Death never comes alone 

To fright the soul, for with him walks 
My Lord, my Blessed One! 


And so when death shall come to me, 
I need not see his face, 

For I shall turn, and hide my eyes — 
Upon His breast whose grace 


Abounds beyond my deepest ee 
Beyond my final breath. 

And He will take me gently Sues, and I 
Shall never see the face of death ! 


The Sun-Meter 

Joy is part of the fruit of the Spirit. 
But it is sometimes killed by the frosts 
that creep into the Christian heart when 
the Spirit is grieved. Today men’s hearts 
are failing them for fear, and they need 
to see Christians who are “like a tree 
planted by the rivers of water” and who 
show forth the joy of the Lord. On 
the Keswick Calendar recently there was 
the following beautiful comment by 
George Goodman of England: “What an 
experience it is to be happy in Christ. 
The joy of the Lord is a very precious 
thing. Sometimes I feel as though I want 
to get away somewhere where I can 
shout without disturbing anyone. There 
is a little instrument called a sun-meter, 
It is like an electric bulb but contains a 
little wheel that spins merrily round 
when the sun shines upon it, and thus 
records the sunshine. If a shadow falls 
upon it it ceases to rotate. So is the joy 
of the Lord in the believer’s heart. All 


is melody to the Lord until the shadow 
of disobedience falls upon it, then the 
music ceases.” Paul’s prayer for the 
Roman Christians, that the “God of 
hope” would fill them “with all joy and 
peace in believing,” will be answered 
in our own lives as we let Him have 
His way with us. 
=< 


The Bible—Open or Closed? 


Closed Bibles are not very useful. 
If we would realize the promise, “The 
Lord shall open unto thee his good treas- 
ure” (Deut. 28:12), we must open his 
Book. In a recent Bulletin Letter from 
John Winston, Co-Director of the Bel- 
gian Gospel Mission, he noted the state- 
ment often heard that “the Bible is a 
closed book in Belgium,” and called at- 
tention to the fact that a newspaper in 
Flanders denied the truth of this remark. 
“One of our workers in Flanders,” said 
Mr. Winston, “mentioned this contro- 
versy as he was engaged in selling Bibles 


Enoch the 


HAT would we give to learn 

more of the life of Enoch! But 

we know all that the Lord has 
seen fit to reveal to us, and in searching 
the Word we discover that he was a 
prophet, for we have’ his prophecy 
quoted in the Epistle of Jude (vs. 14, 15); 
that when he was sixty-five years old 
a son was born to him whom he called 
Methuselah; that after this event he 
lived three hundred years and became 
the father of more sons and some daugh- 
ters; that one day he suddenly vanished 
and could not be found, for God had 
taken him (Gen. 5:21-24). Finally, we 
read there was witness borne to him that 
he pleased God (Heb. 11:5). 

With the exception of Noah, Enoch is 
the only one of the patriarchs who is 
described as walking with God. Abra- 
ham walked before the Lord, and so did 
David and others. Perhaps David was 
referring to his own walk with God 
when he said in Psalm 16:8, “Because 
he is at my right hand, I shall not be 
moved”; and in Psalm 121:5, “The Lord 
is thy shade upon thy right hand,” thus 
pointing to His proximity. Enoch was 
distinguished above all the ancients by 
this holy walk; and the singular thing 
is that he kept at it all the time, for 
in the Hebrew the verb implies that he 
walked with God habitually, in and out, 
and up and down. So many of us, when 






at a big market day, when people gather 
from many outlying villages. There were 
about 150 people standing about listen- 
ing, so he said: ‘Let us maké a test 
right now. Whoever has a Bible at 
home, raise his hand.’ . . . Not one hand 
went up. ‘Don’t you have one, or you, 
or you?’ he insisted, pointing to indi- 
viduals right in front of him. No, not one 
Catholic owned a Bible, so the worker 
promised them to send the result of this 
poll to the author of the article in ques- 
tion.” While we may well thank God 
that the Bible is an open book in Amer- 
ica in contrast with distinctively Cath- 
olic countries, yet it is to be feared that 
God’s wonderful Word is closed among 
vast numbers in America, and even in 
the homes of many professing Christians. 
But to all of us who will open the Book 
and open our hearts to it a promise of 
God will be realized, although spoken 
in another connection: “I will... open 
you the windows of heaven, and pour you 
out a blessing, that there shall not be 
room enough to receive it” (Mal. 3:10). 


Unwearied 


moved by a devoted preacher, or stirred 
by a spiritual writer, may have said to 
ourselves: “God has blessed me, and 
by his grace I shall turn over a new 
leaf and begin to walk from henceforth 
in ‘newness of life.” But the cares that 
crowd this mortal life and the pursuit of 
other objects may have soon caused us 
to become negligent, and, although we 
shrink from walking as “enemies of the 
cross of Christ,” as did many believers 
at Philippi long ago, yet we feel that 
we are far from glorifying him. The 
great virtue is to go on as we have 
begun, and aim at continuance. The 
story has been told of a Roman general 
who returned with his captives from the 
war to parade them in chains in a great 
triumphal procession on a Roman holi- 
day. As the multitude rejoiced with 
loud applause, the conqueror turned to 
the officer near him and said, “Is this 
not perfect?” “No,” was the answer, “it 
lacks continuance !” 

Years ago George Miiller said in a 
sermon: “Have one object in life —to 
please God.” One who heard him ques- 
tioned him at the time whether it was 
really possible in this mortal life to 
please God. The question came from 
ignorance of the Bible, and of how the 
Thessalonians did actually walk so as 
to please God. The Revised Version 
brings this out, when Paul writes (1 
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Thess. 4:1): 
ye ought to walk and to please God, 


“Ye received of us how 


even as ye do walk.” What a testimony 
that was, and what a mighty influence 
for good our lives would exercise if it 
could be truly said of each of us that 
God is pleased with our walk from day 
to day through this trying world! 
“Wherefore also we make it our aim 
[Greek, are ambitious], whether at home 
or absent, to be well-pleasing unto him” 
@ Cor. &3,. BR. V:). 

Let us try to learn how Enoch suc- 
ceeded in walking with God habitually 
and in pleasing him all the time, for it 
is gloriously possible for us to do like- 
wise. 

Does not the secret of success lie in 
faith and humility? “Without faith it 
is impossible to be well-pleasing unto 
him” (Heb. 11:6, R. V.). 

Walking with God implies talking 
with God. What glorious privileges this 
opens up! 

“To wait on God no time is lost; 
Wait on. 

To talk with God no breath is lost; 
Talk on. 


To walk with God no strength is lost; 
Walk on.” 


Walking with God means knowing the 
mind of God. Enoch knew the mind of 
God when he uttered his remarkable 
prophecy, “The Lord cometh with ten 
thousands of his saints, to execute judg- 
ment upon all.” It is vital that we 
should seek to know God’s mind by 
meditating on his Word, memorizing and 
digesting it in the true spirit of prayer. 
We all know people who pray much 
and regularly, but the Bible is rather 
left out. The result is that we hear the 
same prayers from them again and 
again. Freshness is quite foreign to 
them. Jeremiah said, “Thy words were 
found, and I did eat them.” Alas, there 
is little such appetite ! 
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Humility is the other grace needed for 
a closer walk with God. In Micah 6:8 
the prophet urges us to “walk humbly 
with thy God.” Pride is the stumbling- 
block common to all. We cannot hope 
to have fellowship with God until we 
are brought down very low, our idols 
are cast at his feet, and our whole lives 
consecrated to him and his service, even 
if our lives are by the will of God con- 
fined to the daily domestic sphere. Enoch 
was a family man; he was no stranger 
to the trials that affect each of us. The 
sorrows as well as. the joys of parent- 
hood were familiar to him; but all was 
easy to bear, for he walked habitually 
with God. Fresh starts were not in his 
calendar. What an example he was to 
his son Methuselah and the rest of his’ 
family of sons and daughters, during 
the three hundred years that he was still 
spared to be with them! 

If there is some one reading this who 
would like to walk with God and prove 
what true happiness is, let him remem- 
ber that the first step is to come to God. 
You cannot walk with a person until 
you and he are together; and, “He that 
cometh to God must believe that he is, 
and that he is a rewarder of them that 
diligently seek him” (Heb. 11:6). He is 
ready to have you and hold your hand 
through all your earthly pilgrimage, so 


_ that every day you can say: 


“I walk with Thee and all is light 
At morn, at eve, at wakeful night; 
The way I do not ask to see, 
Thy presence is enough for me; 
Thou art my Guide, and fears take flight. 


“O Saviour, Source of rest, of might, 
In vain the powers of evil fight 
When at Thy side, from sin set free, 
I walk with Thee. 


“Nor weal, nor woe, shall e’er excite 
My heart that owns Thy sovereign right; 
Whate’er befall it best shall be, 
I wait to do Thy glad decree, 
Rejoiced if still on Beulah height 
I walk with Thee.” 








NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 














Are All Men Immortal ? 


In Notes on Open Letters in the Tues 
of January 7, you say: “Man, having sin- 
ned, is not immortal, and never could be 
except for Christ’s substitutionary death 
and resurrection. Because Christ died for 
our sins, all who receive him as Saviour 
receive the gift of life and immortality 
—and only those.” 

This must mean that you believe that 
all who do not accept Christ will be 
destroyed or shall not live forever in 
either Heaven or hell. Immortal means 
forever, and even if a man is to burn in 
hell forever he is immortal—A Montana 
reader. 


Many have made the mistake of the 
Montana reader in supposing that im- 
mortality means simply endless exist- 
ence, and therefore that all men are im- 
mortal. But the word immortality has 
nothing to do with duration of time, but 
describes a condition of. body or spirit, 
which some have and others do not have. 
Immortal simply means deathless; im- 
mortality is deathlessness. One who is 
immortal cannot die. Of course, it is 
obvious that a consequence or result of 


being immortal is endless life; but the 
word itself means a condition of body or 
spirit, or both, which death cannot affect. 

Now “the wages of sin is death” (Rom. 
6:23), and “all have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). 
Therefore all men by nature, since 
Adam’s fall, can die, both physically and 
spiritually; and all men must die, unless 
God does something to prevent; that is, 
all men are mortal. But God has done 
something to prevent, by giving his only 
Son, sinless, to die in the sinner’s stead 
and, by his resurrection from the dead, 
become the sinner’s Saviour. Those who 
receive Christ as Saviour are given eter- 
nal life — something that no unsaved sin- 
ner has, although all have endless exist- 
ence. The Montana reader omitted from 
his quotation from THe Sunpay SCHOOL 
Trves of January 7 the end of the pas- 
sage on which he commented, and which 
was given in the Trves: “He that hath 
the Son hath life; AND HE THAT HATH NOT 
THE SON OF GOD HATH NOT LIFE” (1 John 
5:12). 
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At the end of the glorious resurrection 
chapter, 1 Corinthians 15, we read con- 
cerning believers and the Lord’s return: 
“For this corruptible must put on incor- 
ruption, and this mortal must put on im- 
mortality. So when this corruptible shall 
have put on incorruption, and this mortal 
shall have put on immortality, then shall 
be brought to pass the saying that is 
written, Death is swallowed up in vic- 
tory.” Until mortal men have “put on 
immortality,” therefore, they have no 
immortality. If all men were immortal, 
why should any need to put on immor- 
tality? 

That which is mortal can die; that 
which is immortal cannot die. Since 
Adam, “the first man,” sinned. and 
thereby brought the whole human race 
of which he was the natural father and 
the federal head down into sin, the only 
Man who has ever had immortality in 
and of himself is “the last Adam,” our 
Lord Jesus Christ, of whom we read: 
“Who only hath immortality” (1 Tim. 
6:16). Only of Christ, therefore, could 
it be said that he “hath abolished death, 
and hath brought life and immortality 
to light through the gospel” (2 Tim. 1: 
10). 

The Bible plainly teaches the endless 
existence of all human souls. But only 
those who are saved by receiving Christ 
as Saviour have eternal life and immor- 
tality. All who reject Christ have neither 
eternal life nor immortality. To them, 
God says, must come the terrible judg- 
ment that “whosoever was not found 
written in the book of life was cast into 
the lake of fire” (Rev. 20:15). “This is 
the second death” (v. 14). 

Life is more than mere existence; 
death is never non-existence. Many 
people whom we see walking on our 
streets, or active in the conduct or lead- 
ership of human affairs, are “dead in 
trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2:1). They 
have no spiritual life, but they are not 
non-existent: many are leading a most 
active, even strenuous existence — but 
they are dead. It may help us to realize 
the distinction between life and mere 
existence, and between death and anni- 
hilation, — for death is not annihiliation, 
—to remember that-life is union, and 
death is separation. When the human 
spirit, for example, is separated from the 
-human body, the human body is dead — 
but not annihilated. When the human 
spirit is brought into union with God by 
faith in Christ as Saviour, and God’s own 
life thus becomes the believer’s life, this 
divine life is eternal life for the believer. 
The believer’s eternal life is thus union 
with God by faith in Christ; for “God 
hath given to us eternal life, and this 
life is in his Son. He that hath the 
Son hath life; and he that hath not the 
Son of God hath not life. These things 
have I written unto you that believe on 
the name of the Son of God; that ye 
may know that ye have eternal life” 

(1 John 5:11-13). 

But one who is eternally separated 
from God by rejection of his Son as Sav- 
iour is condemned to the second death — 
but not to annihilation, nor does his 
existence cease. Without Christ as Sav- 
iour he can never have immortality, 
which is deathlessness, but he must 
receive the wages of his sin, which is 
the second death, but not annihilation. 
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Where Men Were First Called Christians 


Thirty-three miles in a rickety bus over the mountains 
to Antioch in Syria 


By Frances Jenkins Olcott 














HEN on the spur of the moment 
W: stepped off the Italian cargo 
ship Assiria at the port of Mer- 
sin, Asiatic Turkey (the Truves, March 
18) I had another project in mind be- 
sides a visit to St. Paul’s Tarsus and the 

” famous Cilician Gates. 

That was: to feel my way down along 
the coast somehow or another, tracing 
the route of the Great Bridge through 
Syria and back to Haifa in Palestine 
from which point I had started out. Just 
how this might be done was not certain. 
That a branch railway line went from 
Payas, Turkey, as far as Alexandretta, 
Syria, and no farther, was clear. But 
after that, what? I argued thus: where 
there are many people, they will have 
made a way. Where they can go, so 
can I. One may count always that where 
there are settlements of people, common 
sense and necessity will have supplied 
ways of travel. So I started out with 
traveler’s zest for the unknown. 


The Drive to Antioch 

A stop-over on the way down in Anti- 
och I was determined to make, God will- 
ing. “And the disciples were called 
Christians first in Antioch” (Acts 11:26). 
Not Antioch in Pisidia, which is north 
of the Cilician Gates, but the other Anti- 
och here in Syria. 

So here we are still together, dear 
Readers, in Alexandretta, about to find 
our way on to Antioch, following the 
third section of our route along the 
Great Bridge. 

We are told that a public bus leaves 
for that city at nine in the 
morning. We pay our hotel 
bill for lodgings, about ten 
cents a piece in Americarf 
money, the rate of exchange 
being low for Syrian piasters. 
After an early breakfast we 
hurry to the Syrian passport 
office to collect our passports, 
taken from us the night before 
against our consent. We meet 
opposition. 

No—we cannot have the 
passports— tomorrow. Our in- 
dignation flares up, as it has 
had to do before this in Syria. 
We demand our passports in 
decided tones—the only way 
to make the desired impression. 
We are leaving by bus at nine 
o’clock, passports or no pass- 
ports. The agitated officials 
flurry about; the passports are 
produced and handed over. 

Now we are off for the un- 
known in the rickety Alexan- 
dretta bus, which rattles 
through a street swirling with 
excited natives, for the political 
revolution is stirring up things. 
South-southwest from the town 
we roll across flats, along a 
causeway slightly raised above 





Sulpivs. 


The town of Antioch in Syria holds 
a prominent place in the Sunday 
school lesson studied in this issue of 
the Times. It is the scene of the first 
two verses of the fifteenth chapter of 
Acts, and later in the chapter we 
learn that encouraging letters were 
written by the apostles and elders 
in Jerusalem and sent by: Paul and 
Barnabas to “the brethren which are 
of the Gentiles in Antioch.” In this 
fourth article in her series of Bible 
Travelogues, which will continue 
next week, Miss Olcott describes the 
town as it looks today, and gives 
interesting glimpses of the secular 
and Bible history of which it was 
the center. 








the marshy land, and soon begin to climb 
the road leading up into the Amanus 
Range. For a giant spur, pushing down 
toward the sea, blocks the coastal way 
of the Great Bridge and its route rises 
and passes over the crest of the Amanus. 
We are now following the route St. 
Paul must have come by, if he ever went 
overland by the Greatest Bridge on 
Earth from Tarsus to Antioch or back. 
What a never-to-be-forgotten drive 
that over and through the Amanus! Up 
and down through mountainous scenery, 
now majestic, now wild and threaten- 
ing; with sudden curves to round; pre- 
cipitous depths to be skirted, mountain 
chains before us, to the left of us, to 
the right, zigzags to be followed down. 





ancient wall. 
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Where Antioch the Great that was, stragales along at the foot of Mt. 
On the mountain crest to the left are seen some ruins of the 


The approach to Beilan Pass atop the 
range, called geographically the Syrian 
Gates, is of spectacular grandeur. Up 
from the Plain of Alexandretta and 
through Beilan Pass marched Alexander 
the Great and his host after the Battle 
ef Issus; came bands of Crusaders on 
their way to the siege of Antioch; came, 
from time out of mind, armies of many 
nations and caravans bearing the riches 
of the West and East from the Cilician 
Gates and Mesopotamia. Today buses, 
motor cars, strings of camels, pedestrians 
come through this pass and through 
these Syrian Gates to follow the Great 
Bridge along. 

The near approach to the savage pass 
itself, which skirts a profound gorge, 
stuns the eyes. Beilan village, sheltered 
by its rock walls of sandstone, conglom- 
erate, and marble, seems to straddle a 
sunken pit, chaotic, primeval. Higher 
yet we mount along the edge of the 
gorge to the summit of the pass, about 
2,240 feet. 


The Approach to Antioch Today 

Then in steep, sharp zigzags we gradu- 
ally roll down to the plain —the grand 
green Plain of Antioch, skirt a lake, spin 
along the smooth roadway over the rich 
plain, cross the wide torrent of the 
Orontes—Nahr el-Asi—by a stone 
bridge, and enter the main street of 
Antioch. We have driven only thirty- 
three miles from Alexandretta, but the 
stiff climb has been difficult so that 
the way has seemed much longer. 

Antakia! Syrian and French today, 
in its groves of olive trees and 
date palms. Thirteen miles in- 
land, as the bird flies, from the 
Mediterranean. In the midst of 
its green and fertile plain, 
it straggles along at the foot 
of Mt. Sulpius whose solid scal- 
loped rocky crest rises about 
1,500 feet above sea. A long 
town of low, flat-roofed houses, 
from among which Muslim 
minarets start up like exclama- 
tion points, Antioch is built along 
the bank of the rushing river 
Orontes, which races to the sea 
at three miles an hour, its cur- 
rent turning huge antique 
waterwheels as high to the eye 
as the town minarets. 

Along the scalloped crest of 
Mt. Sulpius, here and there 
stand up the ruins of ancient 
towers of the ancient walls that 
once fortified ancient Antioch. 
For in those days, Roman Anti- 
och, like Tarsus, was “no mean” 
city, but the leading city of 
the East, with gold-glittering 
temple to Jupiter, magnificent 
senate house, theater, amphi- 
theater, public baths, and splen- 
did streets. Antioch the Great 
it was called, also Antioch the 








lad 


Beautiful, and The Crown of the East. 
Also it possessed a grand course for 
chariot races, about which we may read 
in “Ben Hur.” 

To Antioch fled members of the Je- 
rusalem Church after the martyrdom of 
Stephen, to escape Saul of Tarsus who 
was “breathing out threatenings and 
slaughter against the disciples of the 
Lord” (Acts 9:1; 11:19). And to the 
Church in Antioch Barnabas brought 
Saul of Tarsus who had become a Chris- 
tian (Acts 11:22-26). At Antioch, Paul 
—who was Saul—withstood Peter to 
his face (Gal. 2:11). And from there the 
“prophets and teachers” laying their 
hands on Paul and Barnabas sent them 
out as missionaries (Acts 13:1-3). Later 
Paul made Antioch his headquarters for 
a long time (Acts 14:26-28). And in 
Roman Antioch Christians got their 
name, 

Although Antioch—modern Antakia 
—has more touching memories of the 
Early Church than any other Levantine 
town, as we rattle over the stone bridge 
and into its dilapidated main street of 
shabby little shops, our thoughts are so 
involved with astonishment at what we 
see that it is not possible to realize that 
we are on holy ground. 

Can this be Antioch the Great, of Paul 
and Barnabas, this town clothed in beg- 
gar rags of the East? How is Roman 
Antioch fallen from glory! We traverse 
the dusty street to the one recommended 
hotel, whose facade promises much com- 
fort. But we are met with rebuff. No 
room. Full. Representatives of the 
League of Nations fill its beds. They 
are in Antioch in watchful waiting, to 
pour Geneva oil on the troubled waters 
of the little revolution, for the Sanjak of 
Alexandretta is under French Mandate. 

Sanjak is Turkish for administrative 
division. The Sanjak of Alexandretta is 
such. Antioch, not the town of Alex- 
andretta, is the leading town of the San- 
jak. The district borders on Turkey. 
Many Turks live in the Sanjak. Turkey 
is therefore trying to put her foot in the 
door, that is, to get certain rights to 
rule in the Sanjak along with France. 














© Frances Jenkins Olcott 
Where the famous River Orontes flows throygh 


Antioch, it turns this antique waterwheel. Along 
the course of the river are seen waterwheels some 
of which date from Roman times. 
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(The map of Syria is swiftly changing. 
History is being made. Turkey has won 
since I was in Antioch a short time ago. 
She has claimed the Sanjak, and it has 
been practically handed over to her by 
France. The League of Nations spine- 
less! It is said that Turkey’s next de- 
mand will be another mouthful of Syria, 
Aleppo. The Sanjak is now called 
Hatay.) 

The Turks of the district are eager for 
Turkey to step in. The Syrians resent 
even the suggestion of the smallest Turk- 
ish domination, for Allenby and Law- 
rence drove the Turks north in the Great 
War, and the Syrians of the Sanjak 
treasure their liberty. There have been 
some murders, and more violence is ex- 
pected, which does not at all daunt this 
traveler who is used to much worse 
disturbances in Palestine. But this small 
revolution may grow to be a giant one 
involving nations, hence the presence of 
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the League of Nations; also the coming of 
Moroccan troops brought in by France; 
also the gang of small boys with noise 
makers, we see later, heckling it seems 
the Moroccans who peer over their com- 
pound wall. 

Just now we have no sympathy with 
the League of Nations that occupies all 
the hotel beds. We seek beds for our- 
selves at the Irish Presbyterian Mission. 
A knock at the door of its forbidding 
high compound-wall brings, the mission- 
ary in charge. She greets us politely 
but coolly. We hasten to say we are no 
leeches preying payless on mission sta- 
tions to save a hotel bill. At that noth- 
ing is too good for us, our hostess’s own 
sitting room, wholesome food, a hot bath, 
and the best rooms. 


In her next article Miss Olcott will 
tell of her visit to the Island of Cyp- 
Tus in the Mediterranean. 














Beach Meetings for the Children in Summer 


How a California group is using the methods 
of the Children's Special Service Mission 


By William A. Corey 














of Los Angeles beach towns. I 

went down there one day in June 
last year to see how this ocean beach 
adaptation of child evangelism is con- 
ducted. Gordon E. Hooker, pianist in 
the Church of the Open Door, and Mrs. 
Hooker, both members of the faculty 
of the Bible Institute of Los Angeles, 
assisted by students, have been conduct- 
ing these vacation Bible schools for 
children for some eight years past. They 
get fine résults and a lot of fun out of it. 
Perhaps I should use the more decorous 
word, joy. Anyway you couldn’t hire 
them to stop. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hooker, together with 
the able assistance of H. C. Hunt, field 
representative of the Bible Institute, 
have pioneered this work in America, 
or at least on the Pacific Coast. They 
call it the C. S. S. M. (Children’s Special 
Service Mission), and it was started in 
Great Britain way back in 1868. At 
Hermosa the youngsters— anybody’s 
youngsters — are caught and taught right 
there on the beach. And this article 
is written to encourage similar effort at 
other beaches and wherever children 
may be brought together. 

It was on a Monday morning that I 
went down to Hermosa. The hour of 
starting was nine thirty. I wondered 
why they asked me to come down on a 
Monday. Surely, I thought, they can’t 
do much on blue Monday, —and a cold 
fog hiding the sun and almost nobody on 
the beach. With a half-hour to spare I 
walked out on the pier where several 
hundred people were fishing and catch- 
ing nothing. 

But to my astonishment, promptly at 
nine thirty, when the workers arrived 
at the foot of Fifteenth Street with their 
musical instruments, big umbrellas, 
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blackboards, etc., and started singing, . 


within ten minutes I counted seventy- 
five children sitting on the sand. You 


would have thought a circus had come 
to town. Children came running from 
everywhere. They seemed to emerge 
from the sand and materialize out of the 
fog. Auto loads were brought from “the 
bush,” as they say in Australia. (Mr. 
Hooker was an “Anzac” in the World 
War.) In almost no time at all a sizable 
audience of children were seated on the 
sand and singing above the noise of the 
surf. 

Then, with Mr. Hooker at the little 
portable organ and Mrs. Hooker welcom- 
ing new arrivals and supervising things 
in the rear, there followed the daily 
program of prayer, motion songs, Bible 
stories, memorizing verses, Scripture- 
graphs, Scripture maps, Scripture jour- 
neys, and the like, directed in turn by 
different student workers. 

There is a daily afternoon session at 
three, with programs varied from day 
to day. The afternoon I was there wet 
sand was brought, to be worked in by the 
children. The sand ‘is leveled off and 
various designs with Scripture verses 
are worked out; also Bible and mission- 
ary stories. The sketches and letters 
are outlined with white beans, corn, and 
the like, each class with their teacher 
competing for a small prize to be 
awarded by appointed judges. I.saw 
some remarkably clever and instructive 
picturegraphs worked out in the wet 
sand. 

The entire expense of this work has 
been borne by a Canadian friend who 
prefers to remain unknown except to 
a very few. For the past two years 
commodious living quarters in the town 
of Hermosa have been provided by G. 
Robert Smith and his wife, Christian 
friends who are interested in the work. 
Other Christian friends in Hermosa, both 
resident and for the summer, gladly help 
in this effort and attend the young peo- 
ple’s meetings and the various Bible 


(Continued on page 243) 
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HE International Conference of 
Evangelical Students (June 27 to 
July 3) is to be held at Cambridge 
University. This is appropriate, for this 
university, more than any other in Eng- 
land, was associated with the Reforma- 
tion and later Evangelical tradition. It 
was here that Erasmus introduced the 
study of the Greek New Testament to 
those who became the leaders and mar- 
tyrs of the English Reformation, — Bil- 
ney, Latimer, Ridley, and Cranmer. At 
the time of the Civil War, Cambridge, 
which includes among its alumni Oliver 
Cromwell and John Milton, sided with 
the Puritans. Its alumni have also in- 
cluded Evangeiical leaders such as 
Charles Simeon and Bishop Moule; con- 
servative scholars, Bishops Lightfoot and 
Westcott; and the pioneers of the Evan- 
gelical missionary tradition, such as 
Henry Martyn and the Cambridge Seven. 
Conference speakers will be from vari- 
ous parts of Europe, Professor Grosheide, 
Professor of the New Testament in the 
Free University of Amsterdam; Profes- 
sor F. Kiss, Professor of Anatomy in the 
University of Budapest; Professor Hal- 
lesby, Principal of the Free Theological 
Faculty, Norway; Dr. Martzinkowski, the 
Russian student leader; Professor Daniel 
Lamont of the University of Edinburgh; 
Dr. Martin Lloyd Jones, a former Har- 
ley Street specialist, now flaming evan- 
gelist, and many others. The general 
subject will be “Christ Our Freedom.” 
The conference is for undergraduate 
and postgraduate students and members 
of university staffs. Its secretary is Dr. 
Douglas Johnson, 39 Bedford Square, 
London, W. C. 1, England. 


“More Dogma” is the appeaf of Canon 
Bell in The Atlantic Monthly. Canon 
Bell, a former Professor of Religion at 
Columbia, has a far from exalted idea 
of the average college professor’s knowl- 
edge regarding the great themes of time 
and eternity as set forth in Christianity. 
But he rightly lays his finger on the the- 
ological seminaries as the chief delin- 
quents. “The general public, finding 
next to no doctrine taught from Chris- 
tian pulpits, and weary of ideas and 
sentiments spun out of the void, has 
simply stopped going to church.” 

This is because “a great many 
preachers themselves do not know what 
the great, agreed teachings of Chris- 
tianity actually are. This is partly the 
fault of the institutions which prepare 
preachers. The American theological 
college gives a disproportionate deal of 
time to ‘religious education’ and ‘Chris- 
tian social service.’. There is no fault to 
be found with religious education, pro- 
vided one has-a religion in terms of 
which to educate. Nor is Christian social 
service a thing to be neglected, provided 
one has a Christian philosophy on the 
basis of which to construct and manage 
society. As derivatives of theology both 


have meaning; as substitutes for the- 
ology they are empty wind. 

“A vast number of clergymen do not 
know what are the accepted_principles 
of the Christian religion. If they are 
persuaded that they should preach doc- 
trine, they do not even know where, or 
how, to begin doing it.” 

This is unquestionably true, and the 
injury which the unfaithful theological 
seminaries have done to the church and 
to the nation in our day is simply im- 
measurable. 

Theology is the basis of everything. 
A work on Woodrow Wilson with scrib- 
bled notes on the inside of the back 
cover was found in Dr. Gresham 
Machen’s library. The author had in 
various places spoken contemptuously 
of theology and the great Princeton the- 
ologian commented thereon, “Does the 
author never realize that if a man is 
really.a Christian, that which the writer 
calls theology is the sweetest, dearest 
thing to his heart?” 


An Archeological Vindication of Scrip- 
ture.—This is noticed in a recent num- 
ber of the Christian Beacon. In the 
Authorized Version the Hebrew word 
translated dram in 1 Chronicles 29:7 and 
elsewhere, consists of four consonants 
d-r-c-m, which is practically the Greek 
word drachma, standard of Athenian 
coinage. But the Authorized translators 
could not conceive that the coinage of 
far-away Athens might be used in Pales- 
tine when it was a part of the Persian 
empire in the days of Ezra and Nehe- 
miah. So they omitted the c and trans- 
literated the other letters, d, r, m. 

The American Standard revisers, feel- 
ing that the Authorized translators had 
made a mistake, omitted the m instead 
of the c. This gave them the word daric, 
the name of a standard coin of the Per- 
sian Empire, and seemed a wholly felici- 
tous translation as Palestine was, at the 
time, a part of the Persian Empire. 

But in 1931 excavations at Beth-ur in 
southern Palestine brought to light six 
drachma coins from the stratum of the 
Persian period. This proved that the 
Jews actually used the Greek drachma 
standard in Persian times and that the 
reading of the original Hebrew was cor- 
rect. So neither one nor the other letters 
in the Hebrew word are to be omitted. 
Both the Authorized and Revised Ver- 
sions are incorrect. 


Contemporary Christian Biography.— 
The Semeur Vaudois has some notice 
of Pasteur Theophile Calas, recently de- 
ceased at the age of ninety. For fifty- 
two years he was chaplain at the receiv- 
ing station where condemned criminals 
awaited their exile to the penal colony 
in French Guiana. This prison was the 
old fortress of the Ile de Ré built. by 
Vauban, the great military engineer of 
Louis XIV. Here M. Calas preached the 


Gospel, saying whimsically that crim- 
inals were the best of parishioners since 
they were never absent from services 
and always listened with close attention. 
For fifty-two years M. Calas never 
missed a departure of the prison steamer 
La Martiniere which bore its sad human 
freight to the South American prison hell. 
There he was, always on hand with a 
kindly hand-grasp and a word of encour- 
agement. 

The name Calas was famous in French 
eighteenth century history. It was borne 
by a French Protestant, unjustly con- 
demned but finally saved from punish- 
ment through the exertions of Voltaire, 
one of the few creditable incidents in the 
life of the frivolous skeptic. It is, then, 
interesting to read of Pastor Calas’ ef- 
forts in behalf of the unjustly sentenced 
of our day. One such is at present sec- 
retary to a French Senator. He served 
twenty years of unjust confinement in 
the penal colony. In pleading his cause 
M. Calas wrote to the President of the 
Republic: “Do then, Monsieur le Presi- 
dent, make use of your power of pardon. 
Do not forget that we all here on earth 
are guilty (before God), and that neither 
you nor I are exceptions.” 

M. Calas was with Captain Dreyfus 
at the time of his departure to the 
Devil’s Isle, at the very moment when 
the commandant was ordering Dreyfus’ 
wife away, in spite of her supplications 
to be allowed to embrace her husband 
for the last time. He visited him con- 
stantly during his stay on the Ile de Ré, 
comforting him and leaving with him a 
copy of the Scriptures. 


A French Testimony.—M. Jean Cadier 
writes in Le Christianisme: 

“We are struck by the dominant place 
taken in present-day Christian thought 
by ‘the Last Things,’ or eschatology, as 
the theologians say. First, the New Tes- 
tament exegetes showed how the entire 
teaching of Jesus was dominated by his 
announcement of a future Kingdom. 
Then the great Barthian renewal of the- 
ology affirmed that the Christian ought 
to live in expectation of final victories. 
On the Protestant side M. Antomarchi, 
indefatigable prophet of the mysteries 
of the Kingdom of the Heavens, on the 
Catholic, the beautiful and courageous 
book of Mme. Madeleine Chasles on ‘The 
Returning One,’ have enlightened many. 
There is a whole literature which con- 
ducts Christian thought in these paths 
of hope. A world congress of theological 
students meeting these days in the old 
Scotch university of St. Andrew’s, spent 
its entire time in-consideration of escha- 
tological questions. We can then say 
that Christian thought is more and more 
mastered by the great affirmation, ‘He 
is Coming,’ and that faith in the personal 
return of Christ to earth gives a new 
sense to other Christological affirmations, 
—the Incarnation, Redemption, Resur- 
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rection, and especially the Ascension and 
the Heavenly Work -of the Glorified 
Christ. 

“It is not by human efforts of social 
reconstruction, not by inspired person- 
alities, that we await the constitution of 
this Kingdom, but solely by the personal 
intervention of Jesus Christ, the Son of 
Man coming in the clouds of heaven. 

“Strange and magnificent destiny, that 
of the Christian in this world! He par- 
takes the life of his contemporaries, but 
bears in his bosom a secret which makes 
him quiver within with joy. He lives 
in the forms and frames which existence 
imposes on him, but he transforms them 
by his vision of glories to come. Life 
continues about him, people circulate in 
the streets, great trucks roll over the 
pavements, trains leave the stations thun- 
dering on their wheels, life continues, 
pressing on in its search after fugitive 
gains. But Christians, bearers of a se- 
cret which lightens their whole life, 
advance to a sure future, a triumph 
which they look for in certainty and 
faith, a real meeting with Him who suf- 
fered, died, and was buried, descended 
into hell, on the third day arose, as- 
cended into Heaven, and who is seated 
on the right hand of the Father Al- 
mighty,— and who from thence shall 
come.” 


The Water of Death.—The Chief Medi- 
cal Examiner of the City of New York, 
in his last report to the Mayor (1938), 
states that his department investigated 
16,313 deaths in New York in 1937 (20 
per cent of the total) — homicides, sui- 
cides, accidents, and diseases which 
called for examination. The statement 
on page five summarizing the relation 
of alcohol to highway accidents, “The 
first time such a statistical study has 
been made in any community,” gives as 
a “conservative” estimate “that in 40 per 
cent of fatal highway accidents the 
drinking of alcoholic beverages by the 
deceased has been a factor.” It is more 
than probable that if blood tests were 
used on the living also the estimate 
would be even higher. 

This has been quoted frequently since 
its publication. But there are other 
statements which should also be given 
wide currency. Thus on page 23 is a 
long list of diseases which were proved 
to be the causes of death, 1,313 in all. 
Of these 461, or one-third, were cases of 
acute and chronic alcoholism. This far 
outnumbers deaths from tuberculosis re- 
corded. On page 30 is a list of toxic 
substances that are factors in deaths as 
given. The cases number 1,434 and in 
1,016 the cause of death was either grain 
or wood alcohol. Cases of lead poison- 
ing, concerning which social workers are 
so rightly concerned, numbered only 21; 
of phosphorus poisoning only two. As 
against 1,016 alcohol deaths! 

A quarter century ago an attempt was 
made to discover the extent of alcohol 
mortality in Denmark. Death cases were 
studied over the whole land. This test 
is conservative since physicians often 
.suppress the fact of alcoholism in order 
not to wound feelings of relatives. Yet 
‘one death in four was found to have 
salcohol as a contributing cause. The re- 
sport was made by Professor Harald Wes- 
stergaard of the University of Copen- 
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hagen, then the first authority in the 
world on the statistics of mortality. 

The psychiatrist, Professor Karl Bau- 
man, organizer of the new committee of 
the American Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Science for the investiga- 
tion of the alcohol problem, speaks of 
alcoholism as “a major perplexity.” A 
mild expression, indeed, with which to 
characterize this terrible and deadly 
plague ! 


After the Chilean Earthquake.—It is 
good to learn that the disastrous earth- 
quake in Chile left the evangelical 
workers there practically unharmed, ac- 
cording to William M. Strong. When 
in 1757 half of Concepcion sank beneath 
the waves in a similar cataclysm, “blas- 
phemy and drunkenness and indecency 
of dress was,” the historian Riquelme 





A Great Conference 
in South Africa 








The largest missionary conference 
South Africa has ever known brought 
together, at Bloemfontein, more than 
a thousand ministers and laymen of 
Dutch Reformed Churches. The 
one hundred and fifty mission con- 
gregations were each represented by 
a European missionary and this im- 
pressive group included a number 
of outstanding figures. Also four 
hundred European congregations 
were represented, each by its! min- 
ister and a chosen lay member. 


Since 1877 the church’s mission- 
aries have increased from twenty- 
two to over three hundred. As a 
result of the stirrings of the divine 
Spirit in the military camps during 
the South African War eighty-five 
young men gave themselves to mis- 
sion work. Forty-seven years ago 
the Rev. A. Louw trekked by ox- 
wagon to Mashonaland and in that 
center today his church numbers 
5,000 members, with 22,000 young 
people underinstruction. The Dutch 
Reformed Church has missions in 
all parts of the Union of South 
Africa, in Rhodesia, in Nyasaland, 
and in the Sudan. It is expected 
that, as a result of this conference, 
every congregation will be directed 
to carry on missionary work in its 
own area. 











tells us, “put away for a long time.” Will 
there be similar improvements today? 
Yes, if the Gospel can be brought to 
the people. At present there is a huge 
concentration of troops at Chillan, sent 
thither for months of reconstruction 
work. The military authorities have per- 
mitted Mr. Strong to open a center for 
rest and evangelism right in the heart 
of this vast encampment, — its only place 
of diversion. 

Mr. Strong tells of recent legal con- 
tacts with a leading attorney of Chile, 
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a serious and efficient man. After he 
had secured the title deeds desired, he 
sought opportunity to present the claims 
of Christ, and explained the pre-emi- 
nent importance of having the title to a 
future life in order. 

“Senor P, are your titles well ar- 
ranged up yonder?” 

There was silence for a moment. Then 
came the reply, “No, senor.” 

So Mr. Strong then and there ex- 
plained Scripture to him. The appar- 
ently stern business man opened his 
heart to him, saying: 

“Your words bring back to me an in- 
cident that happened when I was a much 
younger man and which I have never 
forgotten. There was a certain Francis- 
can friar in Chile at that time, a man 
over six feet with a great beard. He 
brought a message such as we had never 
heard before, quoting from the Bible and 
telling us wonderful things of God. The 
people crowded in from everywhere to 
hear him. Then the bishop came and, 
when he heard him, ordered him out 
of .the country. The same thing hap- 
pened in Peru whence he was cast out 
by the Bishop of Lima. He went to 
Africa where he was murdered. I have 
never forgotten the man and his teach- 
ings.” 

“Pray for this lawyer,” adds Mr. 
Strong, “that his titles may be sealed by 
the blood of our Lord.” 


Bible institutes among the Lisus of 
Yunnan (China) are described by Mrs. 
Isobel Kuhn. The leading subject of 


one study week was “The New Birth.” . 


“I wish you could have heard Job and 
Luke and Aristarchus and Nathanael! 
Each week the student body (including 
the girls) go evangelizing. Some boys 
walk over twenty-five miles, take three 
services, walk back the same distance, 
and do it all between Saturday morning 
and Monday at 9 A. M. Our hearts 
have been touched by the weary, but 
happy, faces when they return. They 
often have to walk in the rain. The 
first week-end our students reached 500 
Lisu; the next 700; and the last an even 
greater number. No wonder the mis- 
sionary learns to love his Lisus so that 
he can say with Paul, ‘It is life to me 
now if you stand firm in the Lord.’ 

“They are studying Corinthians under 
Mr. Kuhn, and I am taking the Life of 
Paul. I have jotted down a few sen- 
tences from their prayers as I hear them: 

“Lord, I am not worthy to be thy 
slave and thou hast made me thy friend. 
I am worthy of death and thou hast 
given me eternal life.’ 

“*Thy name is written on my heart 
and my name is written on thy hands, 
so we cannot be separated.’ 

“Get thy name be always in our 
hearts. Let it be as a perfume there.’ ” 

One boy who fails regularly in the ex- 
aminations writes Mr. Kuhn: “I have no 
ability to study the doctrines of God 
and the Lord Jesus. Although I study 
in the school I cannot think up the an- 
swers, Big Brother. But although I can’t 
memorize I have received the fact that 
Jesus Christ died for me on the cross. 
My spirit and body are his and all that I 
have.” 

The transformation of such people 
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from degradation and moral squalor into 
the life of Christ is the great news of 
the time, but it never comes through the 
mouth of the radio commentators. 


Testimony in Mexico.—Captain Taylor 
is sending literature to officials, school 
teachers, postmasters, telegraph opera- 
tors, station agents, and others through- 
out Mexico. “I can safely say that every 
village and. town in the Republic has 
received at least one Gospel portion. I 
can recite many encouraging results. 
Thus the secretary of an Indian village 
in the mountains of Guerrero received 
a roll of literature, read it, and wrote for 
more. Soon he began to speak to his 
friends and read the New Testament to 
his tribes-people. On Sunday, August 7, 
he called a meeting of the Indians and 
translated portions of the New Testa- 
ment to the hundred or more attending. 
Hearts were softened and some cried out 
because of their spiritual darkness.” He 
wrote to Mr. Taylor: “God will be mer- 
ciful to us in these dark mountains. I 
bind and subscribe myself your brother 
and servant of God.” This man is a 
Tlapeneco, living in a district marked 
“unexplored” in government maps. As 
a result of his letter two translators 
have been sent thither to translate the 
New Testament into the Tlapeneco 
tongue. 

Captain Taylor writes further: “I was 
returning from Vakles on the interna- 
tional highway and saw a captain wait- 
ing for a bus. I invited him to ride with 
me and handed him a New Testament. 
After he had looked it over for a time 
he said, ‘I do not believe in the Virgin 
or the saints.’ 

“‘Nor do I,’ I answered. 

“‘T do not believe in the priests or in 
confession,’ he continued. 

“‘Nor do I,’ I replied. 

“TI do not believe in Mass, or even 
in the Roman Church.’ This time he 
thought I could not agree, but I did. 

“‘Well, in what kind of a religion do 
you believe?’ he asked in astonishment. 
This was the opportunity I had been 


, waiting for, and, for fifty * miles, we 


talked of Christ and his redeeming work. 
He asked many questions, and it was 
clear that he had thought a great deal 
along this line. At last he was quiet 
and I let him think. Finally he turned 
to me, and, with deep emotion, ex- 
claimed: 

“‘T have always felt that if there was 
a God, he would have a religion such 
as you have described to me. I would 
like to believe in this religion right now.’ 
Again I explained what it meant to be- 
lieve in Christ, and with real conviction 
he said he would believe. When I left 
him at his headquarters, a little later, 
I believe he was a new creature in 
Christ.” 


A Palestine pavilion at the World’s 
Fair in New York is planned. It will set 
forth the progress which has been made 
in the restitution of the Holy Land by 
the Jewish people. Thus, huge photo- 
graphs will illustrate the drainage of 
swamps, boring of wells, building of vil- 
lages. One model will represent the 
settlement at Hashofet, built in twenty- 
four hours during late disturbances. In 
the industrial and export division there 
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will be a figure of Lot’s wife made of 
commercial Dead Sea salt. “The his- 
toric aspect of the connection of Jewry 
with Palestine is to be expressed by ref- 
erence to outstanding events in the 
country since Abraham entered it, to the 
present day.” 

This sentence in the prospectus gives 
cause for thought. Will the event which 
is outstanding far above all others, the 
crucifixion of the Lord Jesus Christ, have 
a place in this historical panorama? Or 
will the organizers forget that all mod- 
ern history dates from the birth of Jesus, 
that from the day of his resurrection 
to the present the world has increasingly 
kept that resurrection day as their rest 
day? 

And will Paul and John’and Peter be 
omitted from the succession of prophets? 
More books have been written About the 
life and letters of Paul, more buildings, 
streets, cities, localities, churches named 
after him, than after all Jews together 





Christmas in Papua 





James Chalmers was martyred a 
half century ago in Papua in the 
neighborhood of Aird Hill. On 
Christmas day, 1938, five hundred 
Papuan men and women gathered 
on the very hill to celebrate the birth 
of Christ. Their carol singers sang, 
“Christians, awake! salute the 
happy morn,” and “The First 
Noel,’’ and a suitable pageant 
represented the Nativity. “Here 
were some of the world’s most back- 
ward people, who could neither read 
nor write, reciting long passages of 
Scripture and singing Christmas 
hymns. Here, too, were children 
on hands and knees representing a 
flock of sheep and a shepherd whose 
only idea of his occupation came 
from a picture book. In the manger 
a black Papuan baby gurgled and 
kicked in the straw.” 

When they first came to a Christ- 
mas feast at Aird Hill, they were 
armed to the teeth, and the mission- 
ary had to use all his persuasiveness ~ 
to get them to lay aside their wea- 
pons and sit down in friendship. 











in the last twenty centuries. Will he 
appear in the pageant? 

In the exhibit will be a memorial hall 
dedicated to those who have participated 
in. the Palestinian revival but are now 
dead. In it, its sole decoration, will be 
a perpetual lamp kindled with fire 
brought from a lamp at the Wailing 
Wall in Jerusalem. What a confession 
of bankruptcy! Rabbinism ends in wail- 
ing. Paulinism, or better Pauline Chris- 
tianity, ends in the fifteenth of First Cor- 
inthians, “Death is swallowed up in 
victory. . . . Thanks be to God, which 
giveth us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ,”—the unrealized glory of 
his people Israel. 
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May all wailing-wall lamps soon be 
outshone by the bursting forth of the 
Bright and Morning Star! 


The Treasure Island Gospel project, 
sponsored by the Christian Business Men’s 
Committee of the San Francisco Bay Re- 
gion at the Golden Gate Exposition, is 
attracting great interest by its program. 
Day after day Irwin Moon in his “Ser- 
mons from Science” demonstrates the 
possibility of the miraculous by scienti- 
fic analogies. The San Francisco Chron- 
icle says of these lectures that they leave 
one “less cock-sure of one’s finite knowl- 
edge, and feeling that miracles of Scrip- 
ture were not so impossible as once 
seemed.” 

Up to March 15 eleven thousand peo- 
ple had sat through these sermons of 
Mr. Moon’s. Arnold Grunigen, Jr., chair- 
man of the Business Men’s Committee, 
writes of one day recently when there 
were three definite conversions; there 
were two evening demonstrations of the 
spectacular object lessons by Mr. Moon; 
and they had to start thirty minutes 


_ early because the auditorium was jam- 


med. He adds: “Your heart would leap 
with joy. Hundreds of raw, unchurched 
sinners have already been noted drop- 
ping their cigarettes and cigars and com- 
ing in under the sound of the Gospel. 
We are thrilled. Hundreds were turned 
away one day. Our audiences run ninety 
per cent unchurched.” 

He asks for 285 more Gospel investors 
to keep the meetings going through the 
whole season. 


Brief Notes.—Bishop Berggrav of Oslo 
says that at no time in a hundred years 
has there been such receptivity for the 
Gospel in Norway as at present. There 
is a distinctly favorable attitude among 
the wage-working class in contrast to the 
alienation of the past. ... Martinez Orio, 
a Spanish Communist leader, reports to 
Moscow that the Communist movement 
in Spain is a failure and that during this 
year 11,450 persons have of their own 
accord abandoned the movement to re- 
join the Church (World Dominion bul- 
letin). .. . The Caspian Sea and Persian 
Gulf are now connected by the Trans- 
Iranian railway, and the main road is to 
be provided with branches. In Africa 
the French are to extend the motor road 
from Algiers across the Sahara to Fort 
Lamy and then to Bangassu on the Bel- 
gian Congo frontier. This means a road 
considerable longer than that from New 
York to San Francisco. So are Africa 
and Asia being opened for missions. . 
There is a pioneer mission to Mohamme- 
dans in French Equatorial Africa. Ata 
recent field council it was discovered 
that 14 of the 32 present were former 
students of the Moody Bible Institute. 
... W. J. Ringer, who has joined Gen- 
eral Frost in the Central Asia Pioneer 
Mission, went to Shanghai in 1927 as un- 
authorized book-maker in his regiment. 
He was converted in the East. On his 
return voyage five men met daily in the 
hammock-room of the troop-ship Assaye 
to read the Word of God. By the time 
the Assaye reached the Bay of Biscay 
the five had become fifty, and several 
were truly saved. Subsequently Mr. 
Ringer was evangelist and Army Scrip- 
ture reader. 
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LESSON 4. APRIL 23. PAUL WINS RECOGNITION FOR GENTILE 


International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 15:1-35, Galatians 2:1-10, 
printed text, Acts 15: 236-29; Galatians 2:1, 2, 9, 10 


Golden Text.—A man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ.—Gal. 2:16 
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The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Acts 15:23b-29; Gal. 2:1, 2, 9, 10 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Acts 15:23b The apostles and elders and brethren send greeting 
unto the brethren which are of the Gentiles in Antioch and 
Syria and Cilicia: 

24 Forasmuch as we have heard, that certain which went out 
from us have troubled you with words, subverting your souls, 
saying, Ye must be circumcised, and keep the law: to whom we 
gave no such commandment: 

25 It seemed good unto us, being assembled with one accord, 
to send chosen men unto you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, 

26 Men that have hazarded their lives for the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

27 We have sent therefore Judas and Silas, who shall also tell 
you the same things by mouth. 

28 For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay 
upon you no greater burden than these necessary things; 

29 That ye abstain from meats offered to idols, and from blood, 
and from things strangled, and from fornication: from which if 
ye keep yourselves ye shall do well. Fare ye well. 


Gal. 2:1°Then fourteen years after I went up again to Jeru- 
salem with Barnabas, and took Titus with me also. 

2 And I went up by revelation, and communicated unto them 
that gospel which I preached among the Gentiles, but privately 
to them which were of reputation, lest by any means I should 
run, or had run, in vain. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Acts 15:23b 1 The apostles and the elders, brethren, unto the 
brethren who are of the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia, 
greeting: 24 Forasmuch as we have heard that certain ? who went 
out from us have troubled you with words, subverting your. souls; 
to whom we gave no commandment; 25 it seemed good unto us, 
having come to one accord, to choose out men and send them 
unto you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, 26 men that have 
hazarded their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
27 We have sent therefore Judas and Silas, who themselves also 
shall tell vou the same things by word of mouth. 28 For it 
seemed good to the Holy Spirit, and to us, to lay upon you no 
greater burden than these necessary things: 29 that ye abstain 
from things sacrificed to idols, and from blood, and: from things 
strangled, and from fornication; from .which if ye keep your- 
selves, it shall be well with you. Fare ye well. 


Gal. 2:1 Then after the space of fourteen years I went up again 
to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus also with me. 2 And 
I went up by revelation; and I laid before them the #* gospel 
which I preach among the Gentiles but privately before them 
who ‘were of repute, lest by any means I should be running, 
or had run, in vain. 

9 And when they perceived the grace that was given unto me, 
5James and Cephas and John, they who ‘were reputed to be 
pillars, gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship, 
that we should go unto the Gentiles, and they unto the circum- 
cision; 10 only they would that we should remember the poor; 
which very thing I was also zealous to do. 





9 And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, 
perceived the grace that was given unto me, they gave to me and 
Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we should go unto are. 
the heathen, and they unto the circumcision. 

10 Only they would that we should. remember the poor; the 


same which I also was forward to do. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


HE fifteenth of Acts is one of the 

great dispensational chapters of the 

New Testament and contains the 
key to the divine program for this pres- 
ent age of grace and that of the coming 
Kingdom. A dispensation is a steward- 
ship or economy in God’s ways with 
men, in which he is dealing with them 
in a different way from that in which 
he has dealt with them before. Some 
people decry what is called “‘dispensa- 
tional truth,” yet all Bible students be- 
lieve in it to some degree. No one seri- 
ously contends that God is dealing with 
men today in the same manner as he 
dealt with them under law from Moses 
to Christ. And it is clear from Scrip- 
ture that when the Church age is ended 
and the Kingdom age has dawned, man’s 
responsibility will be different from 
what it is now. The word “dispensation” 
is found four times in the Authorized 
Version and five times in the Revision. 
It is a translation of the Greek word 
oikonomia, from which we get our word 
“economy,” and is translated also. “or- 
der,” “administration,” and “steward- 
ship.” It refers to the ordering of God’s 
ways with men: 


The Historical Setting 


About the year A. D. 46 the question 
of Gentile responsibility to keep the law 
of Moses became so acute that it was 
decided to send Paul and Barnabas to 


5 Or, Jacob. 


The American Standard Version, 
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Jerusalem to seek to get some authori- 
tative word from the leading Christians 
there as to the status and responsibility 
of believers from among the nations in 
order to settle this irritating problem 
once for all. 


Verse by Verse 


Acts 15:23.—“Greeting unto the breth- 
ren which are of the Gentiles.” After 
prolonged debate and earnest prayer for 
divine enlightenment, the council of 
leaders in Jerusalem drew up an official 
pronouncement, which was sent to their 
Gentile brethren in the regions where 
Paul and Barnabas had labored. 


Verse 24.—“Saying, Ye must ... keep 
the law.” They admitted frankly that 
certain men had gone from their midst 
to the Gentiles insisting that they must 
bow their necks to the yoke of the Jew- 
ish law, but they denied absolutely that 
they had authoritatively represented the 
church of Jerusalem. 


Verse 25.—“Being assembled with one 
accord.” All classes of Christian thought 
were represented in that first church 
council, but, through the grace of God, 
they had come to unity of judgment and 
so all could speak of “our beloved Barna- 
bas and Paul.” 


Verse 26.—“Hazarded their lives.” The 
Jerusalem Christians recognized the de- 
votedness of the two great missionaries 
to the Gentiles, who had risked their 
lives in order to carry the name of ‘the 
Lord Jesus Christ to the idolatrous Gen- 
tile world. 


Verse 27.—“Judas and Silas .. . shall 


... tell you the same things.” They 
selected two highly esteemed men, gifted 
and approved, from their own number to 
go with the apostles to the churches 
among the Gentiles to confirm their 
written testimony by word of mouth, 
that all misunderstanding might be 
cleared away. 


Verse 28.—“Good to the Holy Ghost, 
and to us.” Assured that they had been 
divinely guided, they considered their 
judgment to be that of the Holy Spirit 
when they declared that the ceremonial 
laws given to Israel through Moses were 
not to be forced upon the Gentile Chris- 
tians. 


Verse 29.—“If ye keep yourselves, ye 
shall do well.” On the other hand, in 
view of the gross wickedness and im- 
morality of the heathen world, they felt 
it necessary to stress the responsibility 
of all believers to abstain from any con- 
nection with idolatry and from all un- 
cleanness. This was but in accord with 
what Paul always insisted on. 


Gal. 2:1—“I went up ... to Jerusa- 
lem with Barnabas.” In the letter to 
the Galatian churches, who were after- 
ward sadly infected by the very legality 
against which Paul protested, he - re- 
cites the story of the visit of Acts 15, and 
adds that Titus, a Greek Christian, was 
with them at the time. 


Verse 2.—“I went up by revelation.” 
It was because God had directed him to 
go that he and Barnabas took that mem- 
orable journey. They interviewed’:the 
leaders privately before putting the mat- 
ter before the entire Christian body at 
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Jerusalem, in order to be sure no mis- 
take had been made on their part 
through misapprehending the mind of 
the Lord, but they found all were agreed 
that their ministry was in accord with 
the Gospel as revealed to them by Christ 
himself. 


Verse 9.—“They gave .. . the right 
hands of fellowship.” After a thorough 
investigation and full opportunity for 
free discussion, all were agreed that 
there was. nothing unscriptural or con- 
trary to Christ’s order in the ministry 
of Barnabas and Paul, and this was con- 
firmed by giving them the right hand of 
fellowship. 

Verse 10.—‘They would that we should 
remember the poor.” It seemed an al- 
most superfluous suggestion, as Paul had 
always taken an interest in the needy 
beHevers in Judea, for whom he gath- 
ered gifts from the Gentile churches, 
thus manifesting the unity of the body 
of Christ. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


God does nothing at haphazard. He is 
never taken by surprise. He works ac- 
cording to a plan, the purpose or counsel 
which he has had in his heart from all 
eternity. From Moses to Christ he was 
dealing with Israel as his covenant peo- 
ple, while in large measure he over- 
looked the ignorance of the Gentiles 
(Acts 17:30). He taught his earthly peo- 
ple by laws and ceremonies, which pre- 
figured good things to come. Now he 
is taking out from the Gentiles a people 
to his name (Acts 15:14). These saved 
Gentiles and the believing Jews are 
thus united in one body (Eph. 3:6). 
When this work is completed, Christ will 
return and “build again the tabernacle 
of David, which is fallen down.” That 
will be the time for the fulfillment of 
all the Old Testament prophecies in re- 
gard to Israel, when the Gentiles shall 
come to their light and be blessed 
through them. Failure to see this led 
many of the early Hebrew Christians to 
look with suspicion on Gentile converts 
if they did not submit to legal regula- 
tions. The Gospel of grace frees the 
soul from all such bondage, when God’s 
orderly plan is clearly understood. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


A Real Difficulty. One can well under- 
stand how early Hebrew Christians, be- 
fore the books of the New Testament 
were written and there were only the 
Old Testament Scriptures in circulation, 
would have difficulty about recognizing 
uncircumcised Gentile converts as on 
a par with themselves in the church of 
God. The prophets clearly foretold the 
blessing of the nations, but always in 
subjection to Israel. It was natural to 
suppose that such must therefore obey 
the Mosaic ritual and take upon them- 
selves the sign of the Abrahamic cove- 
nant. 


A Clearer Understanding. Peter and 
James did much to make the present 
purpose of God clear. The former 
showed that the Lord had given the 
Holy ‘Spirit to Cornelius and his friends 
when they believed the Gospel, and in 
their uncircumcised state, thus accept- 
ing them as they were and not insisting 
that .they become as Jews in practice. 
Then the latter explained the difference 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


4. April 23.—Paul Wins Recognition for 
Gentile Christians. 
si Acts 15:1-35; Galatians 2:1-10 
. April 30:—Paul Crosses into Europe. 
Acts 15:36 to 17:15 
. May 7.—Paul Works a Hard Field. 
Acts 17:16 to 18:17; 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 
7. May 14.—Paul Evangelizes a Province. 
Acts 18:18 to 20:38; Ephesians 2 
8. May 21.—Beverage Alcohol and the 
Home (A social aspect of the liquor 
problem). 
* Jeremiah 35:5-10; Ephesians 5:15-21; 6:1-4. 
9. May 28.—Paul Thinks in World Terms. 
Romans 1:1-17; 3:21-30; 5:1-11; 10:11-15 
10. June 4.—Paul Pleads His Own Case. 
Acts 21:27 to 23:11; 24:10 to 26:32 
11. June 11.—Paul Solves Church Prob- 
lems. 1 Corinthians 1:1-3, 10, 11; 
4:14-21; Galatians 1:1-7; 3:1-29; 
1 Thessalonians 1:1; 4:9 to 5:22 
12. June 18.—Paul Writes Personal Let- 
ters. 1 Timothy 1:1-4; 6:11-16; 
2 Timothy 1:1-14; Titus 1:1-6; Philemon 


a 
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between God’s present work of grace, tak- 
ing out from the nations “a people for his 
name,” and his still future program to 
rebuild the tabernacle of David and ful- 
fill all the prophecies in regard to Is- 
rael’s and the world’s regeneration in a 
coming age. 

Gentile Equality. When they saw the 
divine plan, the consciences of the strict 
Jewish believers were free and they 
could accept the converts from the Gen- 
tiles as sanctified in Christ Jesus with- 
out their coming under the legal yoke. 
This was a great triumph for the princi- 
ples of true Christian liberty. 

Lesson Outlines 
THE JERUSALEM COUNCIL 
Acts 15 

1. Peter declares the conversion of the 
Gentiles, when God made no difference 
between them and believing Jews (vs. 
7-11) 

2. Barnabas and Paul tell of the mir- 
acles of grace wrought through their 
ministry (v. 12) 

3. James explains God’s dispensational 
plan (vs. 13-18) 

4. He outlines a verdict to be made 
known to the Gentile churches (vs. 19- 
21) 

5. The council ratifies the proposed 
verdict (vs. 22-29) 


THE Divine PLAN 

God’s present work among the Gen- 
tiles ¢v. 14) 

The conversion of Israel dependent on 
Christ’s return (vs. 15, 16) 

The Gentile world then to be blessed 
through Israel (v. 17) 

God’s plan foreknown from the be- 
ginning (v. 18) 


Practical and Personal Applications 

It is important to understand the pur- 
pose of God which he is working out in 
the course of time. Do we read our 
Bibles with this in view? 

Are we-anxious to bring every one to 
our own way of thinking, or do we seek 
to subject even our own thoughts to 
the revelation God has given in his 
Word? 
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Acts 15, rightly understood, is the 
deathblow to narrow sectionalism and 
sectarianism. Have we accepted its help- 
ful instruction? 


Are we inclined to judge with harsh- 
ness those who do not see eye to eye 
with us, or are we endeavoring to rec- 
ognize in each other all that is of God? 

Are we.more concerned about justify- 
ing our own views and foisting our per- 
sonal opinions upon others than we are 
about discovering the will of God for 
ourselves? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


It is easy to mistake prejudice for con- 
science. 

Sectarianism is but subtle spiritual 
pride, which fails to take in the scope 
of God’s counsels. 

When Jew and Gentile trust in Christ, 
both become one in him (Eph. 2:14-17). 

The heart of God goes out to all men, 
both ‘those who know his Word and those 
who are living in ignorance of his truth. 

If God has received one and given 
him his Holy Spirit, we should rejoice 
in his work and not seek to thrust our 
opinions on him -whom Christ has 
cleansed and made one of his own. 

Gentile prejudice today against the 
Jews is as strong as Jewish prejudice 
cnce was against the Gentiles. 

When the love of Christ constrains us, 
we shall know no man after the flesh, 
but shall recognize in all men sinners for 
whom Christ died, who may be saved 
by his grace. 

A knowledge of the eternal purpose of 
God as unfolded in Scripture will de- 
liver us from biased conceptions and 
faulty conclusions. 

CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
HAT was the reason for the council at 
Jerusalem? 

2. Who went up to Judea’ to plead the 
cause of the Gentiles? 


3. Who accompanied these messengers, 
whose presence became a test case, and 
why? 

4. Who were the outstanding speakers at 
the council? 

5. What line of truth did Peter emphasize? 

6. In what manner did Paul and Barna- 
bas present their case? 

7. What was it that James explained? 

8. To what Old Testament Scripture did 
he refer? 

*9. What was the result? 

10. How did the leaders at Jerusalem 


show their appreciation of Paul and Barna- 
bas? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 240 of this issue. 


CHRISTIAN YouTH is THE SUNDAY 
ScHooL Trmes paper for young people, 
published every week. If the teen age 
pupils in your Sunday school do not take 
it, they may try it for ten weeks for ten 
cents a pupil. Subscriptions should be 
sent to The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadel- 
phia. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leafiet Cay ag 
the conditions of this department. The full lis 
of lessons for the ‘year, with this leafiet, will be 
sent for ten cents stam: Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constan ving to be pe sagen «4 the 
editors, whi might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

“What the Law Could Not Do.”—Ye 
must ... keep the law (Acts 15:24). The 
contrast of the law with grace is well 
shown in a verse in an old hymn book: 

Run, John, and live, the law commands, 

But gives me neither legs nor hands; 

Yet better news the Gospel brings, 

It bids me fly, and gives me wings. 
—From “1000 Tales,” by Hy. Pickering. 
Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, Can.; and 
Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


“Who Follows in Their Train?”—Men 
that have hazarded their lives for the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ (v. 26). 
Some three years ago in the city of To- 
ronto, I read the blazing headlines and 
story of the death of John and Betty 


“Shall we sin, because we 
are not under law, but 


under grace? God forbid.” 
Romans 6:15 
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Stam in the daily paper. After reading 
how those two dear children of God laid 
down their lives for the Lord and the 
Chinese people, in my heart I softly but 
earnestly said, “Lord, I give my life to 
Thee once more —if it be Thy will, to 
take the place of these two saints in 
that heathen land of China.” Little did 
I realize at that time that within three 
years I would be sent to the very sta- 
tion in which John Stam labored for 
a summer by himself, and later, after his 
marriage to Betty, for another six 
months. My heart is indeed overjoyed 
because the Lord has counted me worthy 
to fill the very gap that the Home-going 
of his two children left. Do pray that 
I may be kept faithful to God and his 
work.—A farewell testimony by an out- 
going missionary to China, in China’s 
Millions. Sent by Howard M. Green, 
Hornell, N. Y. 


Saints Needed.—That gospel which I 
preach among the Gentiles (Gal. 2:2). The 
Rev. Stuart McNairn said at a meeting 
that at one town in Argentina the Ro- 
man Catholics had built a magnificent 
church, but they had not yet been able 
to open it. Why? Because they could 
not afford to buy any saints to put in it. 
But yet a little way down the road, in 
a little mission hall, God was making 
saints, creating them, not out of plaster, 
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Dr. Pace’s cartoons may now be obtained as stereopticon slides and as film-slides. There are 20 
series of thé glass slides, containing 30 to 40 slides each, with comments making a connected ser- 
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but through the regenerating power of 
the blood of Christ.—From the Christian 
Herald. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, 
Surrey, Eng. 


No War Here !—Gave .. . the right 
hands of fellowship (v. 9). A recent re- 
port from China states that a Japanese 
soldier entered a Chinese Christian 
church at service time. His entrance 
created misgiving and alarm until he 
stood up and said: “I am a conscript 
soldier, but I am a Christian. I would 
worship with you”; then they welcomed 
him. After the service was over, the 
Japanese went up to the minister and 
asked him to sign his name in the Bible 
he had brought with him from Japan. 
He wrote in Chinese: “In Christ there 
is neither Jew nor Greek.”—From the 
Christian Herald, London. Sent by W. 
J. Hart, Lacona, N. Y. 


“Taking Men Alive.”—We should go 
unto the heathen (v. 9). Sir John Alex- 
ander Clark related this thrilling adven- 
ture in soul-winning in “Darkest Af- 
rica”: He and his co-laborer watched 
the wild antics of a native who: wore 
a belt from which: were suspended hu- 
man heads; he held one in each hand 
and one in his teeth as he danced before 
his chief. “God loves you and Christ 
died for you!” cried the missionary. 
Months later the African sought the mis- 
sionary for a fuller explanation; light 
burst in upon his darkened soul, and he 
began to grow. There came a day when 
the black man retired to the country 
where he had been accustomed to “hunt 
heads.” After six moons he returned, 
and drawing from his loin cloth a buck- 
skin cord he counted off thirty-two 
knots, each one of which represented a 
heathen soul won to Christ—From a 
Union Gospel Press quarterly. Sent by 
Miriam Kingsbury, Cavendish, Vt. Prize 


_ illustration. 


None Saved by Trying.—A man is not 
justified by the works of the law, but 
by the faith of Jesus Christ (Golden 
Text). “I remember a lady in the north 
of England who became quite angry 
when I made this statement: ‘None in 
this congregation will be saved until 
they stop trying to save themselves.’ 
Down she came from the gallery, and 
said to me: ‘You have made me perfectly 
miserable.’ ‘Indeed,’ I said, ‘how is that?’ 
‘Why I always thought that if I kept on 
trying, God would save me at some time; 
and now you tell me to stop trying. What 
then am I to do?’ ‘Why, let the Lord 
save you.’”—From “Sovereign Grace,” 
by D. L. Moody. Sent by Margaret 
Smith, Siloam Springs, Ark. 


Luther’s Discovery.—A man is not jus- 
tified by the works of the law, but by 
the faith of Jesus Christ (Golden Text). 
As I stood in that little out-of-the-way 
church in Rome and watched the wor- 
shipers climbing Santa Scala on their 
knees, I could but wish that they, too, 
like Martin Luther might find freedom 
of soul. We recall that “as a monk, 
Luther had happened on a volume of 
the Scriptures. He knew it only as a 
forbidden book. He read it furtively 
until he came to the place where it is 
written, ‘There is none other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby we 
must be saved.’ ... He read, ‘By the 
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deeds of the law there shall no flesh be 
justified. ...’ ‘What the law could not 
do, in that it was weak through the flesh, 
God sending his own Son... .’ The 
light began to break. He betook him- 
self to Rome. Great were his anticipa- 
tions; a sore disappointment awaited 
him. . . . He looked for voluntary pov- 
erty and simple piety; the air was full of 
ambition and political intrigue. He de- 
termined on penance by climbing... the 
Sacred Stairway, on his knees. Half 
way up he seemed to hear a voice say- 
ing, ‘The just shall live by faith!’ and 
the day broke. He stood erect, a be- 
liever in Christ as his only Saviour from 


* sin.’"—From personal reminiscence, and 


from “Christ and Progress,” by Burrell. 
Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Newport, Ky. 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we do indeed thank thee today that the 
Gospel is for all who will accept the Lord 
Jesus Christ by faith. How gladly we -sing 
that “faith is the victory,’ but we may well 
also sing that faith is the heart of the mes- 
sage, — faith in the Lord Jesus Christ! Here 
is the solvent for disagreements. He is the 
way for all who believe. We thank thee 
that we are not justified by the works of 
the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ. 
We thank thee that in the early church dif- 
ferences of opinion were solved on the basis 
of the pure Gospel, and that leaders were 
raised up who could clarify the minds of 
those who were in doubt, and who could ex- 
plain the way of salvation. Help us in these 
days when clear teaching is so greatly needed 
to hold fast to “the faith which was once 
delivered unto the saints,’ and in our teach- 
ing not to depart from the good news by 
modifying its great message to suit man’s 
notions. We ask this in the name of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—How clearly the 
apostles set forth the great message of the 
Gospel, as the good news for all! “Who- 
soever” is a great word in the Scriptures. 
“Whosoever” is a great word to remem- 
ber when we are thinking of our rela- 
tion to the Lord Jesus, and to what we 
may say to others. Sometimes our con- 
victions may have a wrong basis, but we 
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can stand for them with endless cour- 
age and endurance and clear thinking, 
if they are founded upon the Word of 
God itself. The convictions of the early 
leaders in the Christian church never 
could have been sound and lasting and 
true if they had foundations in mere 
matters of opinion. Leaders like Paul 
and Barnabas saw clearly that the Gen- 
tiles need not become Jews before they 
might become Christians. The Gospel 
was a direct message to all. It is for 
all today who are willing to receive the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Are you willing? 
How about your next door neighbor? 
Do you feel any responsibility for telling 
the good news to others? Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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26). During the Great War the men of 
the “chosen” quality were called “shock 
troops.” 

Years ago, before pretty much all the 
soldiers of the war between the States 
had gone to their last bivouac there 
would be “Decoration Day,” and other 
parades. The old pensioners would step 
along briskly and proudly with martial 
strides behind the band. The German 


_ “goose step” had not been imported in 


that day! 

Not all the old soldiers had then joined 
up with the Grand Army, and so were 
out of the parade. They would stand on 
the curb line and point to this, that, and 
the other fellow, generally those’ with 
the most soldiery air, and laugh and 
wink and say out of the corner of the 
mouth, “Home Guards!” These men had 
never “hazarded their lives” for their 
country. 

As I contemplate certain of those who 
make the “Onward, Christian Soldiers,” 
I think of old Jim Clark, the Wright 
boys, Davey, Andy, and Jimmy, and the 
others who worked for us and who bore 
in their bodies the scars of the war, and 
I whisper of those certain Christian Sol- 
diers, “Home Guards.” (2 Thess. 3:13; 
Rev. 3: 15-18.) 

It is said in this steel town of Coates- 
ville that more plates are rolled in the 
cigar stores and firehouses than down 
on the Brandywine in the mills. In the 
last century more strategy was worked 
out in the barber shops than in the War 
Department at Washington. 

We have now come to the nub of this 
paragraph, which is this: ‘he “Home 
Guard” can tell us how to run Sunday 
schools with the same facility that poli- 
ticians who never faced a pay roll or 
planned a sales campaign tell us how to 
run a business. 

Awhile ago the laws of the master 
politicians were putting good men in jail 
for no crime, until the Supreme Court 
put a stop to it. 

Paul and his successors conducting 
God’s business have been hindered in 
like manner all down the Christian cen- 
turies. Let us hope you are not one of 
the “Home Guards.” 


Rare Meat.—That ye abstain from 
meats offered to idols, and from blood 
. Fare ye well (v. 29). Years ago 
when I was a school boy at Swarthmore 
I had a pal to whom red (rare) meat 
was like a red flag to a bull. How he 
would go on! He contended that the 
Christian religion was against rare meat, 
and this is the verse he would quote, 
with terrific emphasis on “AND FROM 
BLOOD.” 

While I did not have the same violent 
antipathy to rare meat as my crony John 
M. Broomall of Chester, Pa. (father of 
the present Judge Broomall of Delaware 
County), yet I was enough influenced to 
dislike rare meat of any sort to this day. 

When I am out to dinner and the 
roast carves red I take bread and gravy 
with vegetables. 

“What! a vegetarian, Mr. Ridgway?” 
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“Yes, indeed, Mrs. Hostess, I’m a John 
Broomallite today.” 

To which reply her ladyship does not 
quite catch on. I ask her if she has 
ever heard how the English, Irish, and 
Scotch hostess handles the man who 
asks for more sugar for his tea. 

When I was in college, Dr. Joseph 
Leidy, one of America’s greatest scien- 
tists of that day, our Natural History 
Professor, told us always to be sure all 
meats were well cooked before we ate 
them. Sometimes raw meats have 
“bugs” that eat up men. Trichina— 
see dictionary. 

God had reasons for his laws when 
rare meat was forbidden his people. 
“Boil your water and cook your meat,” 
is a Christian admonition to play safe. 
(Lev. 17:14; Rev. 8:11.) 

“Say, what is that English, Irish, 
Scotch sugar-for-tea story with which 
you flagged Madame Hostess?” All right, 
here it is: 

When you lunch or dine with Madame 
Britannia and say, “Can I have a little 
more sugar for my tea?” Mrs. Britannia 
replies, “If you will pass your cup I will 
gladly put in more sugar.” When Ma- 
dame Erin entertains you and you ask 
for more sugar for your tea, she sends 
the sugar bowl flying to you with a 
hearty, “Help yourself!” When you are 
at the table of Madame Scotia and say, 
“Can I have more sugar for my tea?” 
Madame Scotia gives you the fetching 
Scotch lassie smile and says, “Have ye 
stirred it!” < 

What has this story got to do with the 
lesson? Only this: Good stories keep a 
Bible class awake, interested, bright, and 
the fellows come. For fifty years in the 
Iron Rose case. 


The Big Three.—James, Cephas, and 
John, who seemed to be pillars, . . . gave 
to me. and Barnabas the right hands of 
fellowship; that we should go unto the 
heathen (Gal. 2:9). . James, Peter, and 
John, the Big Three, said it was O. K. to 
go to the Gentiles. The root of the 
argument was this wise: There were 
those in the early church who insisted 
that the Greek and Roman, and what- 
ever, must become a Jew before he could 
become a Christian. 

This was the big problem. The Gen- 
tiles who were scorned by the Jews re- 
turned the dislike with compound inter- 
est. If Mr. Greek had to become a Jew 
to join the Christian church, very natu- 
rally his answer was, “Nothing doing.” 

But the Big Three settled the matter 
as you find in today’s lesson. (Psa. 133:1; 
Heb. 13:1; 1 Cor. 1:10.) 

In every organization going smoothly 
and successfully there is always the “Big 
Three.” That is to say, a small influen- 
tial group does the steering. 

How about your church? In no other 
is the adage truer: “Everybody’s business 
is nobody’s business.” In other words, 
Leadership. Yes, I thought by now you 
would get the idea. 

When the president of an organization 
says of a matter, “I will take it under 
advisement and let you know,” he really 
means, I will talk it over with the rest 
of the “Big Three” — which may be one 
or a dozen. 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Always a way out. 

Discussion: Have a frank talk about the 
difficulties we fellows have found in our 
efforts to do Christian work — through 
opposition of various kinds. Did we go 
through, or give up? Were we patient? 

Objective: ‘“My Father worketh hitherto, 
and I work” (John 5:17). 











AY, fellows, some of us spend a good 

deal of our time getting into jams. 
And the rest of the time has to be spent 
getting out of the jam—if or when. I 
wonder if that piece of slang did not get 
started in the pantry! Surely, as far 
back as we can remember, we have been 
finding ourselves in difficult situations 
—either through unavoidable. circum- 
stances or because of our own dumbness. 
Mostly the latter. 

But there comes a time when we get 
into a critical place through no fault 
of our own; and it is a serious problem 
to find the way out. Let me tell you, 
fellows, there is always a way out; and 
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moreover, for the Christian, there is al- 
ways a happy way out. If you never 
get anything more than that for a work- 
ing principle, you will have solved one 
of the biggest secrets for a successful 
and happy life. 

In this lesson today we are dealing 
with a very critical time in the history 
of the Church of Jesus Christ. It was 
epochal. Paul and Barnabas were among 
the great leaders. They were exceed- 
ingly active. If they had blundered, 
there is no way to estimate the damage 
which might have resulted. The clock 
would have been set back perhaps for 
centuries. If they had been impatient 
or headstrong, it would have strength- 
ened opposition. They were in a jam. 

“Certain men” were coming down 
there to Antioch spreading disaffection. 
They contended that the Gentile con- 
verts must be circumcised, according to 
Jewish custom. They were from Judea, 
the mother province of God’s chosen 
people. They commanded attention and 
some respect. Paul and Barnabas went 
up to Jerusalem to talk matters over 
with the apostles, the heads of the 
church. Peter and James were there 
and took leading parts in the discussion. 
Peter, like Paul had had a vision con- 
cerning the Gentiles. In the vision God 
had said to him, “What God hath 
cleansed, that call not thou common” 
(see Acts 10:9-16). : 

It is interesting to note, fellows, that 
God is not confined to working along 
one track. He often uses two or more 
—sometimes many. In this case, Paul 
found that Peter was there ready to 
help with his own testimony and con- 
firming experience. Many times you and 
I are apt to be discouraged, thinking that 
we are all alone in our battle for what 
we believe is right. You will recall that 
Elijah felt that way when Jezebel was 
seeking his life, sure that he was the 
only man in all the world that was true 
to God. God told him (doubtless to his 
great astonishment), “I have left me 
seven thousand in Israel, all the knees 
which have not bowed unto Baal” (1 
Kings 19:18). 

The matter was settled most satisfac- 
torily and happily. Paul and Barnabas 
returned to Antioch with abundant con- 
firmation and authority from the council, 
which was respected—and they pro- 
ceeded in their mighty work. 

There is one thought I try to keep con- 
stantly in mind, fellows. If I am faithful 
to God’s clear call—-no matter what the 
particular issue is—God is at the same 
time working. He works down under 
the cover of things — down in the secret 
processes of the spirit. You and I work 
up on the surface of things. We cannot 
see what God is doing, but sooner or 
later there will be a junction end you 
will find that God and you were working 
together all the time. In West Virginia 
the C. & O. Railway cut a long tunnel 
through a mountain of solid rock. Two 
crews started—one on one side and 
one on the other side of the mountain. 
Under the direction of expert engineer- 
ing, drilling, blasting, shoveling, they 
proceeded toward each other, and: at the 
end of long months they met down in 
the middle of that mountain of rock, so 
nearly exact that they were only a few 
inches variation in the point at which 





they came together. That was human 
skill. God’s power overcomes even the 
fraction of an inch. His work is per- 
fect. And he is your partner in this 


project of a Christian life of power and ° 


achievement. 
FAIRMONT, W. Va. 


m7 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 237) 


1. It was to settle the question as_ to 
whether Gentiles were on an equality with 
their Jewish brethren. 

2. Paul and Barnabas. 


3. Titus, a Gentile, to see if he would be 
accepted as he was or if the brethren at 
Jerusalem would demand that he submit to 
Jewish laws and ceremonies. 


4. Simon Peter, Paul and Barnabas, James 
the Lord’s brother, and certain Pharisees 
who believed. 


5. He reminded them how God had put no 
difference between Cornelius and his house, 
and themselves. 


6. They related many stories of the work 
of God among the Gentiles. 


7. He showed that God is, now taking out 
a people from among the Gentiles, but in 
a future age he will restore Israel. 


8. Amos 9:11, which declares the coming 
regeneration of Israel. 


9. All agreed that the present work of 
God, must be recognized, and converted 
Gentiles must be received as brethren with- 
out putting them under a legal yoke. 


10. By giving them the right hand of fel- 
lowship. 


ye 
For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Bring out one of the figures of Peter 
from last quarter, and use Paul’s picture. 
Have cards for the Memory Verse (Eph. 
4:32). 











UL and Peter were friends, very 

good friends, and they both preached 
the Gospel to the Gentiles, that is, peo- 
ple who were not Jews. And many 
of the Gentiles believed on the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

Some of the Jews who believed in 
Christ were very sure they must also 
keep all the law of Moses. So quite a 
quarrel had begun in the church. One 
day Paul and Barnabas decided they 
would go to Jerusalem and talk this 
thing over with the other apostles and 
teachers and get it settled. 

Peter lived in Jerusalem, and he was 
very glad to see them. After talking it 
over for some time, it was all settled 
in a peaceful and loving way. You may 
not see why, but this quarrel could 
have been a very serious one if Paul 
and Peter and James and the others 
had not been fair and kind and loving 
in settling it. 

Do you ever quarrel? Why do you 
quarrel? Because two of you want your 
own way, and you do not want the same 
thing. Did you know that it takes two 
people to make a quarrel? It does. One 
person can say mean things, but if no- 
body answers him, there is no quarrel. 

-But some boy says, “Sometimes ‘you 
have to fight for the right.” Perhaps, 
sometimes. But many times when we 
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think we are fighting for the right, we 
are only fighting for what we want to 
do. That Mr. Self that lives inside each 
of us is a sly old fellow. He wants his 
own way. He always wants his own 
way. He is always ready to pick a fight. 
If we listen to him, we will always be 
in trouble. 

Paul tells us another way to do, and 
this is our Memory Verse, “Be ye kind 
one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving 
one another” (Eph. 4:32). If all. Chris- 
tians would follow this advice, there 
would be no church quarrels. We would 
not always agree, but we would agree to 
disagree, lovingly and peacefully. If all 
the little children who love the Lord 
Jesus would obey this verse, I wouldn’t 
hear them quarreling, even in Sunday 
school sometimes. 

If you are one of the quarrelers, please 
learn this verse with your heart as well 
as your head, and see if you cannot live 
a different kind of life for the Lord. 

MopestTo, CALIF. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Goal.—To help the girls to appreciate 
the Jewish background of a Gentile age, 
and at the same time to prepare them to 
defend their convictions intelligently. 


Activity.—Make a copy for each girl of 
the multiple-choice exercise given below, 
or. pass to each girl one question with 
three choices of answers and allow a 
few moments for preparation. In the lat- 
ter case, the girl holding each question 
may read the Bible verses and let others 
decide upon the best answer to her ques- 
tion. ’ 


Memory Verse.—‘‘Whosoever shall call 


upon the name of the Lord shall be saved” 
(Rom. 10:13). 











IRLS, briefly, what was the founda- 

tion of Jewish worship? Yes, it was 
the law of Moses (Acts 15:5). What did 
this law include? It included: (1) sacri- 
ficial offering for sin (Lev.. 1:3-5); (2) 
a priest-mediator. (Luke 1:9, 1); (3) Ten 
Commandments and specific rules for 
personal conduct; (4) Ceremonial law 
and specific rules for worship. 

What changes took place in the experi- 
ences of those Jews who turned from 
rigid observance of the law to faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ? 

New worship in Christ: (1) Christ 
came to fulfill the law of Moses (Matt. 
5:17); (2) Christ’s sacrifice on Calvary 
cancelled forever the need of frequent 
sacrificial offerings (Isa..53:6; 1 Cor. 5:7); 
(3) Christ became High Priest and 
Mediator between God and man (1 Tim. 
2:5). 

When Christ died on Calvary, he not 
only opened the door of faith for Jews, 
but for Gentiles as well. Let us briefly 
review from our map Paul’s first mis- 
sionary journey. You will recall that in 
every town where he preached he left 
witnesses for Christ. j 

However, in A. D. 40 and 50, Christian 
living was an entirely new adventure 
and often there were misunderstandings. 
As Paul returned from the victories of 
his first trip to rejoice with the people 
of Antioch, along came some critics who 
blamed Paul for failing to teach his Gen- 
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tile converts to obey all the Jewish cus- 
toms. 

Now Paul believed that, instead of 
obedience to Jewish law, love for God 
and fellow man was the basis of 
the new life in Christ (Rom. 6:6-8; Gal. 
5:6). Yet, at the advice of friends (Acts 
15:1, 2), and by revelation of the Holy 
Spirit (Gal. 2:2), Paul and others trav- 
eled to Jerusalem to hold a council re- 
garding this matter with Peter, James, 
the Lord’s brother, and other leaders. 
Study, in Acts 15, the following items on 
the council program: 


1. Report of First Missionary Journey 
—By Paul. 

2. Debate—“The Law of Moses, and 
Gentile Converts”—By Pharisees. 

3. Committee sessions—By apostles and 
elders. 

4. Sermon—‘“Salvation through Grace” 
—By Peter. 

5. Further reports—‘“Miracles and 
Wonders among Gentiles”—By Paul and 
Barnabas. 

6.. Devotionals—“‘As It Is Written”— 
By James. 
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7. Appointments of Missionary Assist- 

ants: Judas and Silas. 

8. Writing of Letters of Advice to Gen- 
tiles—By apostles and elders. 
What was Paul’s own account of the 

same council meeting? (Gal. 2:1, 2, 9, 10.) 

This morning let us have a council 
meeting in our class to consider some of 
the basic parts of our faith. (See “Ac- 
tivity” for the following multiple-choice 
exercise.) 

A. Why was the Jewish nation orig- 
inally set apart as a chosen people? 

1..God set apart a people who would 
perpetuate the knowledge of Jehovah, 
and through whom the Redeemer of 
mankind would come (Gen. 12:3; Rom. 

3:1, 2; Gal. 3:14). 

2. The Jews knew God better than 

other nations did (Deut. 32:18). 

3. The Jews obeyed God better than 

other nations did (Exod. 32: 30-33). 

B. Why did Christian Jews give up some 
of the customs connected with the 
law of Moses? 

1. They were unable to keep the law 

(Rom. 3:20). 
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2. The law had been fulfilled by grace 
(John 1:17). 

3. The law of Moses was unsatisfactory 
(Gal. 3:24). 

C. Who can be saved? 

1. Only Gentiles can be saved (Rom, 
1:16). 

2. Only good people can be saved 
(Rom. 3:10). 

3. Whosoever believes on the Lord 
Jesus Christ can be saved (Memory 
Verse). 

D. What does Christian freedom mean? 

1. A Christian does not need to keep 
the Ten Commandments (1 Cor. 8:9; 
Heb. 10:16). 

2. A Christian is not bound by law, 
but by love (Rom. 13:10; Gal. 6:2). 

3. After one becomes a Christian he 
will always be good (1 John 1:8, 9). 

E. What is the difference between law 

_ and grace? (For analysis instead of 

multiple-choice.) 

1. The law was given by God, and man 
chose it as a guide for conduct (Exod. 
19:8; Rom. 10:5). Grace is God’s love 
gift to wayward mankind (Rom. 3:19- 
25). 

2. Law is the basis of the Jewish re- 
ligion (Gal. 3:23, 24). Grace is the basis 
of the Christian life (Eph. 2:8). 

3. It was impossible perfectly to keep 
the law (Rom. 8:3, 4). God’s grace rem- 
edies man’s insufficiency (2 Cor. 12:9). 


As a final feature of our council meet- 
ing, let us review ‘the reports assigned 
last Sunday: Ways by which I may take 
a definite stand for Christ. What prob- 
lems have come into the lives of each 
of you that call for a definite stand for 
your faith? Have you in some manner 
been tested? Have your conflicts been 
inner conflicts or outward ones? Have 
you depended upon the conquering One 
for victory? (2 Cor. 2:14.) 

Next Sunday we shall learn how Paul 
carried the Gospel into Europe. To 
establish background for this study, you 
may ask a librarian for pictures and 
stories of ia Minor and the Greek 
Peninsula during Bible days. Memorize 
Psalm 20:5. 

(Key to multiple-choice exercise: 
A—(1); B—(2); C—(3); D—(2). 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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Where Jingy Went 
By Clara Horsley Clasper 


T WAS the dry season in Central Af- 

rica when the three white missionaries 
were holding daily services at the mis- 
sion station in Pembe Village on the 
beautiful Sangha River, one of the great 
tributaries of the Congo that flows from 
near the edge of the Sahara Desert. The 
missionaries, Mr. and Mrs. Braun and 
Miss Anna Dodds, had been in Pembe 
for some time and had faithfully taught 
the villagers about the Lord Jesus, and 
instructed them in the Christian way of 
living. After a number of these people 
had accepted Jesus and confessed him 
as their Saviour, Mr. Braun thought it 
was time to hold a series of meetings 
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so that the villagers could bring in others 
who did not know about Jesus, that 
they, too, might hear the Good News. 

One of the black boys brought Jingy, 
a boy from a village twelve miles down 
the river. Other. boys of Pembe told 
people in other villages about the meet- 
ings and urged them to come to hear the 
“Jesus story.” Many black people came 
in their peculiar native canoes from 
villages along the river, but Jingy was 
the most faithful and interested of them 
all. He listened attentively to every 
word as if he must not forget a syllable. 
But at night, when the meeting was. 
over, instead of curling up on his grass 
mat on the ground and spending the 
night in Pembe as all the other natives 
who came from other villages did, Jingy 
disappeared in his canoe and was seen 
no more until time for the next day’s 
service. 

The native Africans can live any place 
in the open.in dry weather. They build 
their fires and cook their rice, fish, cas- 
sava, or plantains wherever they find 
themselves when it is time to eat; and 
when night comes, they sleep on the 
ground on their thin grass mats as easily 
and soundly as a dog. They use a cer- 
tain kind of large leaves for cooking 
utensils and serving dishes, and fingers 
serve in the place of forks and spoons. 
So, although there was no hotel in 
Pembe, it was no trouble for them to 
stay during the meetings. They had noth- 
ing to worry about except to provide 
their food and do their simple cooking. 
There was plenty of time between serv- 
ices to catch fish from the river or gather 
caterpillars to make stew to go with 
their rice or cassava. This was much 
easier for them than to paddle their 
canoes up or down the river to their 
home village and back again the next 
day. 

Knowing that Africans always take the 
easiest way of doing things, the white 
folk were greatly puzzled about Jingy. 
No one could imagine why he would 
choose to paddle that long twelve miles 
down stream and back every day when 
he could have slept on his mat at night 
and taken life quietly as the others did. 

As the meetings went on day after day, 
several black folk came to know the 
Lord and were very happy about it. In 
their heathenish beliefs, they are domi- 
nated by superstition and fear. They be- 
lieve in witchcraft, and their witch doc- 
tors have great power over them. Once 
they realize what the Christian religion 
means, and they find that they are free 
from the evil power of the witch doc- 
tors, it is a wonderful liberation for 
them, and they do rejoice. To the women 
especially it means much to know that 
Jesus Christ wants to save them and 
help bear their burdens. The women 
do all of the hard work and make the 
living for the family. They do the plant- 
ing, the cultivating, the harvesting, and 
even clear the land, chop down trees, 
and cut away the vines when they open 
up a new plantation. They also build 
and repair their houses, hunt and fish, 
and gather the wood supply for their 
continuously burning fires. 

A woman’s day begins at dawn. She 
goes first to the fields and cultivates her 
crops, gathers a large supply, perhaps a 
bushei, of cassava roots and carries this 
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with probably a hundred pounds of fire- 
wood back to the village. Then she 
prepares her husband’s breakfast, but 
must wait until he is satisfied before she 
may eat. If there is something left after 
he is finished, she has her breakfast. 
No wonder their backs are early bent 
and that women of thirty look like 
sixty. To them it means so much to 
know that there is a better life for 
them some day and that the Lord Jesus 
also lightens their burdens even in this 
life, if they trust and follow him. 

At the close of the meetings, the con- 
verts were to be baptized. Jingy, of 
course, was one of them. And: there 
were several others who had professed 
the Lord Jesus and given their testi- 
mony. There was a large crowd on the 
river bank watching the impressive cere- 
mony. When the missionary thought he 
had finished with the candidates for 
baptism, a group, all of whom were 
strange to him, pressed forward and 
asked to be baptized. Kindly, he’ ex- 
plained that the ordinance was only for 
those who had accepted Jesus Christ 
and intended to follow him. But, they 
told him, they already knew about the 
Saviour and wished. to walk in the 
“Jesus way.” Mr. Braun was puzzled. 
How could they possibly have heard 
about Jesus when there was no other 
missionary within many, many miles? 

“Jingy,” they said. Jingy had told 
them the good news. They were Chris- 
tians. The missionaries questioned them 
and found that they could give as clear 
a testimony as the ones who had been 
baptized. So that was what Jingy had 
been doing. That was why he had pad- 
dled the twelve miles back to his vil- 
lage each day of the meetings. He had 
remembered all that the missionary had 
said and had preached each day’s mes- 
sage to the people of his village after 
he returned home. Jingy had started 
the Christian life aright by being a true 
missionary himself, telling the story to 
others. 

Later, Jingy attended the mission 
school in Pembe and learned to read 
the New Testament in Bengali, his native 
language, and then went out into remote 
villages to carry the good news to his 
own people, leading many to the Lord. 
The native Christians make the best 
missionaries, and Jingy is one of. the 
best. 

LAPEER, MICH. i 
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What Has Been Accomplished 
by the Russian Bible Fund 


Bese Soviet Government gave permis- 
sion over ten years ago to a group 
of Christians in Russia to publish 50,000 
Bibles and 50,000 New Testaments. 
Because of their great poverty they 
asked their official representative, I. V. 
Neprash, to appeal for funds to publish 
the Scriptures. He accordingly organ- 
ized a committee of Christian leaders 
who were glad to endorse him and the 
proposed undertaking. Hugh R. Monro 
of Moniclair, N. J., well-known Christian 
business man, president of a bank, and 
connected with many religious organiza- 
tions, consented to act as Treasurer, and 
George H. Dowkontt, M.D., as Chairman. 
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Mr. Neprash had no salary, no rent was 
paid; only the most necessary expenses, 
such as printing and postage were paid, 
and practically all money subscribed 
went to the publishing and distribution 
of Scriptures. 

As contributions immediately came in, 
the work in Russia promptly began. 
Soon 5,000 New Testaments were pub- 
lished and distributed, and the printing 
of 25,000 Bibies was commenced. When 
the Communists discovered what those 
5,000 copies were accomplishing, they 
became alarmed, stopped the printing 
of the Bibles, and canceled permission. 

Naturally the collection of funds 
ceased, but there was a balance of $7,000 
in the bank. Because Russia has re- 
mained thus closed, and since there are 
millions of Russians and Ukrainians out- 
side of Russia, among whom even now 
there is evident an unusual spiritual 
hunger, the Committee decided to send 
Mr. Neprash to Europe in 1937, to organ- 
ize the distribution of ‘Scriptures. As a 
result, with the co-operation of Chris- 
tians in seven countries, 45,000 New Tes- 
taments, 4,000 Bibles, and 7,000 portions 
were distributed, most of them purposely 
along the border of Soviet Russia. 

This was accomplished to the full sat- 
isfaction of the Committee, and marvel- 
ous results were immediately evident 
and are continuing, but much prayer 
and further gifts are needed for still 
larger blessing in the salvation of thou- 
sands more. This work has grown to 
world-wide proportions, since Russian 
refugees are found everywhere. As. the 
funds were recently exhausted the small 
balance of $17.71 was transferred to the 
Russian Missionary Service, an organ- 
ization also founded and directed by 
Mr. Neprach, which will continue the 


work of distribution of Scriptures as an- © 


other feature to its already large activ- 
ities. 

In thus closing the work of the Rus- 
sian Bible Fund, Dr. Dowkontt wishes 
to express on behalf of the Committee 
their gratitude to the Times for valuable 
assistance. Those among TIMEs readers 
who contributed to the funds, and who 
may wish to learn more concerning the 
results of their gifts, through this above 
mentioned distribution of Scriptures, 
may write to the Russian Missionary 
Service, 850 E. Thompson Street, Phila- 
delphia, for their free bulletin The Link, 
which vividly describes the work, also 
the present situation in Russia, and the 
urgent necessity, with the actual pos- 
sibilities, of carrying on Christian work 
in that land. 
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Beach Meetings for the 
Children in Summer 
(Continued from page 232) 


classes held during week-day afternoons 
and evenings at C. S. S. M. headquar- 
ters. 

Speakers from Los Angeles and other 
near-by towns come on occasion. The 
week of my visit Dorothy Goodner’s 
mother (Dorothy Goodner was a student 
worker) came from Santa Ana with her 
Bible class and Pastor Lindgren and his 
wife for a meeting. H. C. Hunt of the 
Field Department of the Bible Institute 
of Los Angeles, Kenneth Monroe, and 
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John Hubbard of the Bible Institute 
faculty were speakers at these head- 
quarter gatherings. 

The following poem (author un- 
known) entitled, “The Writing on the 
Shore,” is appropriate: 

I read one morning in the sand, 

And written by a childish hand, 

A truth the billows cannot teach; 


A truth past human wisdom’s reach — 
D IS LOVE. 


It seemed a very angel’s trace, 

God’s footprint in that lonely place; 

It brightened up the sea and sky, 

And glad I was I could reply — 
GOD IS LOVE. 


And much I thanked my little friend, 

Who thus her joyous creed had penned; 

And may she know forever more 

The truth she wrote upon the shore — 

GOD IS LOVE ! 

Among the many summer evangelistic 
activities of the Bible Institute of Los 
Angeles the C. S. S. M. is a profitable 
one. Hundreds have heard the Gospel 
message, and many have made decisions 
of acceptance of the Lord Jesus Christ 
as Saviour as a result of these meetings. 


Los ANGELES, CALIF. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 
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WANTED: MANUSCRIPTS 


Christian printer respectfully solicits Gospel tracts or 
other worth-while manuscripts for publication. 


BOND PRESS « EVARORSTIE » PAUARNL ANY" 


FILMS DEVELOPED 
The Photo Mill. Immediate Service ! No 
Delay! Roll developed, carefully printed 
and choice of two beautiful 5x7 double- 
weight professional enlargements, one 
“" tinted enl t, or eight reprints for 
Reprints 2c each. 


THE PHOTO MILL 


















25c coin. 











9000 workers WANTED 


to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books, Scrip- 
ture calendars, beautiful new KRYSTAL Plax 
and velvet sry ah mottoes, Scripture Greet- 
ing log and poy Commission. Send for free 
and p 

GE W. “NOBLE, Publisher 
Dept. ry Monon Bidg. CHICAGO, ILL. 


catalo: 
G 

















April 30. How Should a Church Member 
Give? Mal. 3:8-10; Mark 12:41-44. 





Sunday, April 23 


What Should a Church Member Do? 
(Rom. 12:1-21) 





Mon.—Leave the past behind (Phil. 3:12- 
14 


Tues.—Live in the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-26). 
Wed.—Love his church (Psa. 122). 
Thurs.—Labor whole-heartedly (Col. 3:23, 


24). 

Fri.—Line up against the Devil (1 Pet. 5: 
8-11). 

Sat.—Look unto Jesus (Heb. 12:1, 2). 











T IS said of Henry Ward Beecher 

that he was a great lover of horses. 
One day a man was offering him a 
horse for sale. “He is a fine looking 
animal,” said Mr. Beecher. “Is he as 
good as he looks?” 

“Mr. Beecher,” the owner replied, “that 
horse will work in any place you put 
him, and do all any horse can do.” 

The preacher eyed the horse still more 
admiringly, and then humorously re- 
marked, “I wish he was a member of my 
church.” 

Se 


The Epistles are filled with instruc- 
tions as to what a member of the Body 
of Christ,—the Church,—should do 
and be. We shall have time, in our 
young people’s meeting, to consider only 
a few of the more important duties. 

One of the most important and most 
frequently mentioned obligations of the 
believer is to love all fellow believers. 
It was the love of Christians for one 
another that drew the amazement and 
comment of the world in the days of 
the early Church. Is it so today? Notice 
the admonitions in Romans 12:9, 10; 








MR. MOODY ONCE SAID OF THE 


“Three-Fold Secret 
of the Holy Spirit” 


fx JAMES H. McCONKEY) that ‘‘It is one of 
the two best ks in existence on the subject.” 
Sent free on request to anyone who will write for it. 
SILVER PUBLISHING COMPANY 
Dept. S, 423 Bessemer Bidg. PITTSBURGH, PA. 














Summer Bible School 
Handbook for Teachers 


Com Three Year PRICE $1.20 
Gr Course Illustrated. Postpaid 


ST. PAUL BIBLE INSTITUTE 
1361 Capitol Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota 





Graduation Watches 


are lasting gifts. gern ro of real savings. Aid Gospel 
work. For watch ropeirie g, send insured for estimate. 
Save this ad. HAROLD A. VE hy aER, Dept. 25, 
1217 Jefferson Avenue, Toledo, 





Ephesians 4:31, 32; Colossians 3:12-14; 
1 John 4:7-9. It is to be no mere super- 
ficial affection, but a real love that is 
humble, sincere, unselfish, and without 
discrimination. 
ye ~ 
The believer is to walk worthily, con- 
sistently, and circumspectly (Col. 1:10; 
Eph. 4:1, 2; 5:15). When we permit 
anything in the life that is contrary to 
the teaching or example of the Lord 
Jesus, we are not only falling short of 
God’s best for our own lives but we 
are casting discredit upon the One who 
bought us, and are stumbling’ blocks to 
others. 
we 
The beliéver is to join regularly with 
other believers in public worship (Heb. 
10:25; Eph. 5:19). It is true that we 
are also to worship in private, and that 
it is also possible to worship God in 
the great out of doors. But there is a | 
strength of purpose, an encouragement 
to ourselves and others that comes only 
through united worship, not to mention 
the value of instruction in the Word 
and the example to unbelievers. 
54 
The believer is to give of his means 
for the spreading of the Gospel and for 
the help of less fortunate believers (1 
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Cor. 16:2; 2 Cor. 8:1-7; 9:7). This in- 
cludes the support of the church as long 
as it is busy about its only real business 
of preaching the Gospel. Notice that 
giving is a “grace,” is to be in propor- 
tion to ability,.and merits definite re- 
wards. 

on f pe 


4 at 


"The believer is to witness. Being.a 
Christian carries an obligation to tell 
others what Christ has done for us (Acts 
1:8; 2 Cor. 5:20). Many of us cannot go 
to foreign lands to tell others that Christ 
died for them. But we are not to hide 
behind the few dollars we may give to 
send some one else who can go. We have 
the great privilege of speaking to the 
boy or girl whom we meet every day in 
the work-a-day world. Are we discharg- 
ing this obligation? 
4 

The believer is to bear fruit (John 
15:1-8). This fruit is not converts but 
character. It is described in Galatians 5: 
22, 23, as “love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
gentleness, goodness. faith, meekness, 
self-control.” It is possible only through 
yielding completely to Christ’s control 
and letting him direct the life. John 
speaks of this same thing as “abiding” 
by which the very life of the true vine, 
Christ himself, flows through the branch 
and supplies the strength and life and 
fruit-bearing power. 

PHILADELPHIA. 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


, Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lesson, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


April 17 to 23 


Mon.—Acts 10:9-16. The Widening Horizon. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “God hath shewed 
me that I should not call any man com- 
mon or unclean” (v. 28). Peter, taught 
by the Lord the right attitude toward 
all racial groups by that vision from 
Heaven, gives us this instruction in the 
ways of the Lord. God’s eye-view of 
mankind is needed still. Nothing stops 
censure quicker and quickens evangel- 
ism better than a glimpse of the Cal- 
vary love of God. Seeing that, one 
must also say: “God hath shewed me 
that I should call no man common or 
unclean.” Pray for the preservation, 
cleansing, and revival of the Chinese 
Church. 


Tues.—Acts 15:6-11. Peter’s Conviction. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “We believe that 
through the grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ we shall be saved, even as they.” 
Peter was truly humble. He was always 
conscious of being “fa sinner saved by 
grace,” and esteemed others better than 
himself. This is why he says, “We shall 
be saved, even as they.” The tense of 
salvation here must be interpreted in 
the light of 2 Corinthians 1:10. Pray 
for Christians in Great Britain during 
these anxious crisis hours in Europe. 
Wed.—Acts 13:44-49. Paul Turns to the Gentiles. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Lo, we turn to 
the Gentiles. For so hath the Lord com- 
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manded us.” Paul turned to the evan- 
gelism of the Gentiles. He still preached 
“to the Jew first.” This appears from 
passages in the later chapters in Acts 
(see 14:1-3, 17; 18:4, 19; and Rom. 1:16). 
“A Hebrew of the Hebrews” like Jonah, 
he was God’s chosen missionary to the 
Gentiles. This fact should keep the Jew 
from despising the Gentiles, and the 
Gentiles from despairing of the conver- 
sion of the Jew. Pray for missionaries 
in China. 
Thurs.—Acts 15:13-21. 
The Decision of the Council. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Trouble not 
them, which ... are turned to God.” 
Troublers of the saints today need this 
exhortation. The Spirit of Christ al- 
ways urges edification. Those who 
weaken the hands of the people of God 
follow “another spirit” than the Spirit 
of Christ. Pray for Gospel progress in 
China among soldiers and refugees. 


Fri.—Galatians 2:1-10. The Word to Galatia. 

PRAYER SuccesTions: “Our liberty... . 
in Christ Jesus.” The yoke of the Law 
can be exchanged for the “easy” yoke 
of Christ. The Law imposes crushing 
obligations. The Gospel has no law but 
love. “Christ hath redeemed us -from 
the curse of the law, being made a 
curse for us.” Pray for Christian dec- 
tors and nurses in war-torn China. 


Sat.—Galatians 2:11-21. The Way of Life. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Justified by the 
faith of Christ.” The sinner in himself, 
without help and hope, finds self-salva- 
tion impossible. Others being sinners 
can do nothing to aid our salvation. Hope 
lies wholly in God. His way of salva- 
tion is on the ground of faith in the 
person and work of Christ, who loved 
us, and gave himself for us. Pray for 
the supply of temporal needs for all 
faith missions in China. 
Sun.—Revelation 22:16, 17. The Gospel for All. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Whosoever will, 
let him take the water of life freely.” 
God speaking to Adam in Eden used this 
word “freely.” The abundance of God’s 
grace is infinite. He giveth us richly 
his blessings. He openeth his hand, and 


satisfieth “the desire of every living 
thing.” “The river of God ... is full 
of water.” The fountains of grace are 


for all who will “take the water of life 
freely.” Pray for Gospel triumphs in 
all of China. 
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The Fundamentals Convention 


This Year 


HE annual convention of the World’s 

Christian Fundamentals Association 
will be held in San Francisco and Oak- 
land, July 2-9. 

Recently President Paul W. Rood and 
General Secretary Dan Gilbert:spoke at 
a convention of the Washington State 
Association. The: convention was held 
simultaneously in Tacoma and Seattle, 
and the speakers exchanged pulpits in 
the two cities. At the concluding ses- 
sion in Tacoma, the Washington State 
organization was formally launched. Dr. 
J. Renwick MacCullough, pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Tacoma, 
was elected president. 

Following the Washington conference, 
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Dr. Rood and Dr. Gilbert were speakers 
at the annual convention of the Oregon 
State Association. Sessions were held 
simultaneously in Portland and Salem, 
with a special series of meetings during 
succeeding days in Newburg. In Salem, 
sixteen pastors joined in forming the city 
Association. Dr. R. Francis Hall of Port- 
land was re-elected president. 

A primary objective of the Oregon As- 
sociation is to procure the enactment of 
an anti-evolution law, prohibiting the 
teaching of evolution in tax-supported 
schools. 

The speaking engagements of Dr. Dan 
Gilbert, General Secretary of the World’s 
Christian Fundamentals Association in 
the near future are as follows: 

April 16-23.—Annual Premillennial Confer- 
ence, Bales Baptist Church, Kansas City, Mo. 

April 24-30.—Chicago, Ill. 


May 1-8.—Annual Convention of the Inter- 
national Crusade, Toronto, Can. 


May 15-25.—Schenectady, N. Y. 

June 25 to July 1.—California State Fundé- 
mentals Association Convention, Los Angeles. 

Further information may. be obtained 
from the Secretary, Dr. Dan Gilbert, 5472 
Gilbert Drive, San Diego, Calif. 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new sub- 
scribers, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 

$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 

$1.75—Five. or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $1.75 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 50 cents for postage. 

INTRODUCTORY SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Strictly introductory, or Get-Ac- 
quainted subscriptions, 25 cents for one 
period of ten weeks, either singly or in 
clubs. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Please be sure to state the old as well 


asthe new address whenever you request - 


a change in your address. If in a club, 
please give name and address of your 
club organizer, and allow two full weeks 
for the change to be made. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published 
weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, in the United States 
and Possessions. These rates include 
postage. ; 

75 cents—One or more copies to 
individual addresses, 75 cents each, 
per year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 52 
cents each, per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
325 N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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